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I MOPino apology (ot'r.e public istieressary Tor presenting to it 
these page?. 1 am il^MOived if :in arojJ ' ^M^ifioation ot the act 
will not be fouiui in th • biv ast of every ; . itf.cl horjorable man.^ 
If an o(iiCfr of G'.v^ri.fncfit ^lould not • .' too jJt'nsiiive, : ' ither 
should he bo too ca!lo<»r,l'» ansauftfi ijjon his rhaiacler. W'h<^n 
they relate lo the iviadom or expedi^M.ry of mtji«iiie8 wl\i< h he 
fliay have oi initiated orsiinporte':^, he -ho-jld !«iIfMitly repose in the 
candor and g<»od ?CH8e of tlie cojTjmuriily, ani { ils' nil) av^'ait the 
developmt iits of time and expeiieric-^. B'lt if hir< iI^t»^^i^^ be vi- 
tailv assailed: if the bajsest and ni^^t chshohoral>!e mo « **.^ lor 
his public conduct be ascribed to '.iin» • h-j owv a it to \w i ounfry, 
his friends, hi? family :rjd him-'Clf, io viud-c.-^te Ins calnmnmted 
reputatiori. Few ipcn are so el valed thnt the fhaft^ of ca- 
lumny cannot re.ich tin m. Tii^se may scciik 1} trn-l to the in- 
vulnerable position which thoy hav;^ attained. The Ui.ited States 
have perhaps hitherto produced but one m;)n who co« Id look dowa 
from liis lotty height, without emotion, upon the nn^sjies and the 
malice of !ii? enemies; for even he had his enemies. If the ma- 
lignaf)t character of ch;'.ja,c55, the acrimony with which they have 
been asserted and repealed, or the per«everance wiii( h ivc.s fM;i:ked 
their propyt-j^tion, could ever anttiDjjz*.' an a;.>peal lo the pub')c, I 
think I ujay tnilv t^v, *.»;?* ■ Save !!)ii* .i- ii/i-ty. For Jliix-e years 
I have been the ooiect ot incessant abn-e : ever) art, ev..ry tDe- 
cies of m'sr.'preseiitatioD, hiis b;^en cnnlo^d aujin^l r..e. "1 tie 
moHt innocent acts — r.cts of ord'i»ary hoc :il nii.^'icei'iJ*^', and of 
common civilily — otlices of h*>sj;M:miy. ive:* a pai-siji^; ^Jnlut uion, 
have been nnsrepreseiiied and peiverlef' to ny prejui)ice,'Aith aa 
unfairness tinprecedented. Circihi..- . 'i^- .v.'- h-^-en Mssiumed, 
which ha«l r;r> eiistencft, ar.d infercjnci • dr-wn rn>m them 

which, hau t'ey bc:en reah they wcu;. v hr.ve wan anted. Be- 
sides, my enemies have thenr.seives \ :»;.. . l.-.i i^ tfie public, exhi- 
bited their charges, and S'Un»mcned thuir uitr.es-er to its Bs^r. 
Ready now a>id Kn!£ious as i anu \\\\ alv\a)< luve hiM-n, to subndt 
any act of my [Mihlic life to a full esiminatjoj! cef'-re any iinpar- 
ti?il and re-net'iuble tribunal wJiiteV'T, ! surely nuiy expect, at 
least, that 1 ^hull be patieniU heard by Ihat wiiirii irs> accuners 
have theinsf'ives seh oted. 1 a^j^ure liiom Ihut i Wiil piesent uo 
plea to tlie jtui.^dicf.ou. 

But desirous a? J naturally am to repel tliR caliimnies which 
have been directed aj'.anisi me, il.« public v/ould have been spared 
the trouble of perusing this addics*?. if Grfi. Jackson had not. ia 
the course of the last Spring and Summer, given to them tiie open 
sanction of his name. In his letter to Mr. Beverly of the 6»h of 
June last, he admits that, in inferring my piivitj to the ^^Q^^^^>^x^vx 



which he describes as borne by Mr. Biichsnao, he may have done 
me iflju^tice ; and, in his address to the public of the i8th of July 
hi^t, giving up the name of this gentleman, as his only witness, he 
repeats that he po?sibl\ may have done me injustice in assuming 
my authority for that proposition. He even deigns to honor me 
wilh a declaration of the pUaFure wbirh he will experience, if I 

I should be able to acquit mysrif! Mi. Buchanan has been heard 
by the public ; and I fee! justified in asserting that the first impres- 
sion of the whole nation was, as it is yet that of every intelligent 
mind unbiased by party prejudice, that his testimony fully exoner- 
atf'd me,anvi dem<»nstrated that Gen. Jackson, to say no more, had 
greatly n^isconceived the purport of the interview between them. 
And furthf^r ; that, so far as an) thing improper was disclosed by 
Mr, B., tonr huig the late Pr* sideytial election, it aifected General 
Jackson and his friends exclusively, tie having manifestly injured 
me, speculation was bu?y, when Mr. Buchanan'? statement ap- 
peared, as to the course which the General would pursue, after 
his gratuitous expression of sympathy with me. There were not 
wanting many persons, who believed that his magnanimity would 
immediate!} prompt bini publicly to retract his charge, and to re- 
pair the wrong which he had done me. I did not participate in 
that just expectation, and therc.fore felt no disappointment that it 
was not realized. Wltatever other merits he may possess, i have 
Dot found among them, in the course of my relations with him, 
that of forbearing to indulge vindictive passions. His silent con- 
templation of, if not his positive acquiescence in, the most extra- 
ordinary interpretation of Mr. Buchanan^s statement, that ever was 
given to human language, has not surprised me. If it had been 
possible for him to render me an act of spontaneous justice, by a 
frank and manly avowal of his error, the teftimony now submitted 
to the public might have been unnecessary. 

Although I tet I fully persuaded that the community, under mj 
peculiar circumstances, will see, without dissatisfaction, if not 
with cordial appiobai ion, this further effort to rescue my character 
from unmerited impjiations. I should nevertheless have remained 
tilent, and cheerfully abided its decision, on the di<5closures and ex- 
planations heretofore made, if 1 hnd no additional facts to offer to 
its consideration. Hut a body ot highl) important evidence has 
been collected, establishing some material circumstances not be- 
fore generally known, and confirming others of which the public 
is already in possession ; and I have thought it due to the occa- 
sion not to withhold it. 

Gen. Jackson having entirely failed to establish, by any afiirma- 
.tive evidence, either positive or presumptive, the charge which 
he thouglit proper to protnulgate against me, it occurred to me that 
Ji mi^hi hej[)o<isible,difiicult as the ta^ik generally is to substantiate 

a n&gatJye, to adduce proof of that character^ wbicb woold esta- 



Uish the groundless nature of his accusation. Prior to tba ap- 
pearance ill the public prints of the letter from Mr. Carter Beverly 
to his friend in Payetteville. dated the 8th of M<irch last, 1 had 
Devt-r believed that General Jackson had countenanced the truih, 
or lent tiimself to the circulation, of the charge. I had indeed, 
long before, seee in one of the Nashville papers, assertions inju- 
rious to me, which created some suspicions that they had ema- 
nated from him ; but I dismissed these suspicions as being alto- 
gether incompatible with the lofty char»ct^T which I wished to be- 
lieve that he possessed. Wh«»n however I saw that letter, and the 
uncontradicted corroboration of its cont^Mits by the Editor of the 
Washington Telegraph, I was reluctantly compelled to belit-ve 
that he had given currency to the charge agiinst m'?. In that let- 
ter, Mr. Beverly says: *' I have just returned from General Jack- 
*' son's — I found a crowrf of company with him. Seven Virginian* 
*' were of the number. He gave me a moat friendly reception, 
*' and urged me to stay some days longer with him. He told me 
*' this morning before all his company in reply to a ijiiestion 1 (»ut 
*' to him concerning the election of John Quincy Adams to fh« 
"Presidency, that Mr. Clay's friends made a proposinon to his 
''friends that, if thej would promise foi him not to put Mr. Adttms 
*' into the seat of Secretary of State, C!ay and his friends would 
^ in one hour make him (Jackson) the President. He m^^st iJiclig- 
" nantly rejected the proposition, and declared he wivbid noJ com- 
*' promise himself; and unless most openly and fairly ma.le th« 
*' Prei*ident, by Congress, he never would receive it. He declaies 
" that he said to them that he would s e the whole earth ^iTlk uiicier 
*' him before he would bargain or intrigue for it." In Hie Wa»ihing- 
tonCity Telegraph of the 2Gth day of April last, the Eiiitoi ^ia»(^5 : 
*' fn the Journal this morning we have another quotafso^: fnim rhe 
"Democratic press, purporting to be the otiicial c»r.tradicrioji .jy 
" Mr. Clay of the statement of Gen. Jackson rrla'ive to rhe over- 
" tares made to him as to the formation of his Cahujet. previtais 
" to the late election of President. That Gen. Jackson has spo- 
**ken of such overtures Wf ptmonally know 'V K) thr- same paper 
of the 28th of April is the following paragraph : *" The J<»uriial is 
" out this morning in reply to our remarks of Thursday, in wtiicb 
'^ they alTect to consider it highly improper in Gen. Jackson to 
''speak of the overtures made by Mr. Clay's friends — aiid why ? 
" because, says the Journal, he is a Candidate aganist Mr. Adams. 
•' Now we stated explicitly that Gen. Jarkson spoke, of these over- 
"tures in March 1825. before he was announced by the Legisia- 
" ture of Tennessee as a Candidate." 

The charge, if it did not originate with, having been thus sanc- 
tioned and circulated by Gen. Jackson, and implicating as well 
my friends as me. 1 thought it proper, having myt^elf repeatedly . 
and positively denied its truth, to resort to the tastimony of those. | 



gentleman from the West who had voted with me for M ri AdaMf* 
Accord\t)ti\y a friend of mine, Dr. Walkiiis, at my instance, ad- 
dre?i4ed a circular to iho^e gentiemf^ri, during the last Spring, in- 
viting their attttntio»» to thf* Fajettcville letter, and inquiring if 
th^'re were any truth in its averments. And he has obtained from 
all of tl)em but two, an-jwers which arc now presented to the pub- 
lic. Thrse a!'8Wors will be found in the Appf^ndix, (see A) 
arrang d accor<tJMg to the respective de!eg;\tions Irom which they 
proceed. The writers of them are men of as hiijh respectability 
as any in tht^ Union, Where they arc known, (and several of 
them are w<'H knovvi^ in vartons parts of the country,) their state- 
K^^-i.ts wril comrnand unq»iahlied b( lief. The c^c^:ilence of their 
ci»ar.trt?-r« is ^o well e?t,'.bli?hed that a member of the House of 
Rt;:.?e?rn{-\M7*'p. who will not he pre§uu»ed to be disposed to bestow 
o:> l\\rn\ undeserved enconlum, felt himself c^TJsitrained to bear 
his testimony to it. Mr. McDuffie said in the H. of Represent 
tstives, on the dehnle of the proposition to rpfer to a Committee 
t!ie appeal which I mnde on the occasion of Mr Kremer's card : 
** Let me add one word to the friend;^ of Mr. Clay on this floor 
*' (and there are no mefnbers on this floor, for whom generally I 
•' lefl more respect.) I have been informed that some of his friends 
**supp(ise that the amendment I have offered contatns something 
•* winch IS intended (o bear harshly upon them. Not so; not so. 
** My ohjr ct is merely to coutine the charges made against the 
''honorable Speaker to the very worde of the letter of the gen- 
*' tleman from Penns}lvania." This ju^t but voluntary tribute 
was expressed on the 4th of Feb. 18'i5. (see Nat. Intelligencer, 
5th of thesanie month.) On the 31«t March 1826, more than thir- 
teen {nonths after, when the amenduient to the Constitution wat 
tinder discussion, proposing a new mode of electing a President, 
the same gentlemjim is reported to have sa^d : '* Now I have the 
** greatest lespect for those g^^ntlemen who were the personal and 
•Apolitical frif iiTts of Mr. Clay in the late election of President. 
^^ JsTfxt to my ozon personal friends, th^re are nam whom I estimate 
^^ more highly.^* (See Nat, Intelligencer 2d May, 1826.) These 
answers are not only entitled to the fullest credit, from the high 
respfctahtlity of the characters of those gentlemen, but deserve 
great contidence from the fact that they have been respectively 
prepajed by themselves, withoui an} concert whatever, so far as 1 
know or b«-lieve, and when they were at their several residences, 
Widely separated from e jch othr>r. 

The meiuhers Irorn Ohio who voted for Mr. Adams were Gen. 
McArthnr, Gf^nerul Vs^ice. General Beecher, Mr. Sloanr, Mfi^. 
Wright. Mr. Vinton. Mr. Mr Lean, (brother of the Post Master 
General) Mr. Whittlesey. Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Patterson. From 
€ach of these gentlemen it will be seen that an explicit and an* 
igfuaMed oegaUye \h given to the statements of the Fayetteville 



letter. Gen. McArtbar declar,eg them to be •* totally destitute of 
** foundation." Ho alleges the fact to have been that *' the Ohio 
" deltgation (or at legist a large nriajorit) of them) were the first 
•' of Mr. Cla)'ij fiieud* who came to the d<itermination of voting 
" for Mr. Adams ; and that too without having ascertained Mr. 
*' Clay'^s views on tht snhjcct,^^ He states that some of the friends 
of Gen. Jafikson u>^ed the language of menace, whilst others of 
them employed that of pHr?uasion to prevail on my friends to vote 
for the General ; and that they appeared to be willing to make any 
promises which th.ev thojic^ht *• would induce the friends of Mr. 
•* Cla)' to vote for Gen. Jatkso:!." 

Gen. Varice states. -1 say without hesitation that I never heard 
^* of those, or an} o n*»,r terms being tlioufiiht of, as an equivalent 
** for the vole we w«ire ab )ut \(> e;ive ; nor do I believe that the 
•* friends of Mr Clay, or Mr. Clay himself, ever thought of ma- 
" king or sugi^estingj an} terms to any one of the parties, as the 
"grounds of our acc« p^Jince or rejection of either of the three 
^Candidates returned to the House of Representatives." He 
#ontinues : "' as one of the original friends of Mr. Clay, I was in 
*' the habit of free and unreserved conversation both with him and 
^^ his other friends, relative to that election, and I am bold to say 
^' that I never heard a whisper of any thing like a condition oq 
*' which our vote was to be given, mentioned either by Mr. Clay 
^' himself, or any of his friends, at any time or under any circum- 
" stances." 

Gen. Beecher testifies that he did not ^'know that a friend op 
" the friends of Mr. Clay ever made any proposition to the friends 
^ of Gen. Jackson, respecting the election of Mr* Adams as Pre- 
*^ sident in any way, or a? respecting Gen. Jackson not putting 
*' Mr. Adams into the seat ot Secretary of State in case he (Jack- 
" son) should be elected President. Neither am 1 acquainted with 
*^ a friend of Mr. Clay that would consent to be an agent in such 
''a degradirig transaction. Nor can 1 admit that the friends of 
*^ Mr. Clay had so contemptible an opinion of eacti other or of 
*^ Mr. Clay, as to suppose that the appointment or nonappoint- 
*' ment of any man to any office would influence them in the dis« 
'^ charge of an important public duty." 

Mr. Sloane declares, ^' that I have always supposed myself in 
^ the entire confidence of all Mr. Clay's supporters and friends, 
" who were members of Congress at the time of the Presidential 
*^ election ; and that I have no hesitation in sajing that I never 
*' heard the most distant insinuation from any of them that they 
** would vote for Gen. Jackson, if there was any prospect of 
*^ choosing either of the other candidates. That any of the friendt 
^^ of x\lr« Clay in Congress ever made any proposition of condi- 
** tions, on which their votes would depend, to the friends of G^.'^^ 
" JacksoA or any other person^ I do uoX \i^\\^^0'^ '''* KxA'*^^^^ 
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*^ Mr, Clay^s accepting; an appointmenf under hiwi, they would ta 
•* a raan most certaini)' have opposed it. I judge of thij? fVoin the 
" opinion which 1 know they entertained of Gen. Jackson's? want 
*' of capacity, and the fact that it was not until some tiuje after the 
** choice of Mr. Adams that they agreed to advise Mr Clay to ac- 
" cept of the office he now holds." ** In short I feel confident that 
"the whole is a vile and infamous fals^ehood, such as honorable 
"men would not resort to, more especially after having upon (nil 
"consultation and deliberate consid« ration declintd an investiga- 
" tion of the whole matter before a Committee of the House of 
" Representatives." 

Mr. Wright states, " I can only say sincerely and unequivocally, 
"that I do not know or helieve that any proposition of the kind 
*' mentioned as from Gen. Jackson, was ever made to the frnuds 
** of Gen. Jackson by the friends of .Mr. Clay or any ot' thi in ; 
*' and that I am wholly ignorant of any conditions ol any sort b' H^g 
" proposed to any one by the friends of Mr. Clay, on a compliance 
"with which their vote was made to depend." 

Mr. Vinton is equally explicit. He says, '•• having been one of 
"the friends of Mr. Clay who voted for Mr. Adams. I cheerfully 
*' avail myself of this opportunity to say, that 1 have no kiiowhalge 
*' whatever of the above mentioned proposition or any ototir pro- 
*' position having been made to General Jackson or any of his 
" friends, by Mr. Clay or any of his friends as a condition upoa 
*' which his or their vote was to be given to Gen. Jackson for the 
" Presidency." He subjoins that ** it was well known to my coo- 
" stituents for many months previous to the late Presidential elec- 
*' tion that, after Mr. Clay, Mr. Adams was my next choice among 
" the distinguished individuals, who were then before the people 
" of the United States as candidates for that exalted station." 

Mr. McLean declares, '^ that no such proposition was ever 
" made within my knowledge, nor have I any cause to believe that 
" conditiojis of any sort were made, at any time, by the Iriends of 
^' Mr. Clay to any person, on a compliance with which their vote 
" was made to depend." 

Mr. Whittlesey avers that " I do not know or believe that any 
" proposition was ever made by any of Mr. Clay's friends to those 
" of Gen. Jackson, on the morning of the Presidential election, 
" or at any other time, having any beariiig on the candidate to be 
" selected from the three returned to the House, nor do I know or 
" believe that any conditions of any sort were proposed by the 
" friends of Mr. Clay to any person, on a compliance with which 
" their vote was made to depend ;" '• but I do believe that the as- 
"sertion made by Gen. Jackson as reported by a highly respccta- 
" ble Virginian, and all of the charges of a like character, imputing 
" either to Mr. Adams or to Mr. Clay, or to their friends, any im- 
^* proper, iacomiiituX^ corrupt or frauduleoc toMduet^ on tbat ib- 
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^^ ter«8ting and moMentous occasion, are base slanders, known ta 
** be such by those who put them in circulation," 

Mr. Bartley expresses the belief in justice to Gen. Jackson, 
that he never made the declaration alluded to by Mr. Beverly, 
** Tor the General was there when the election took place, and 
•' must inevitably have known that such a statement would carry 
*' falsehood on the ver) face of it.'' He adds '* I was in the 
" House, I believe every day of that session, at which the Presi- 
*' dent was elected ; and have no hesitation in saying that so far 
** from making any proposition, or overture, were the friends of Mr. 
" Clay, in favor of the General, that had the friends of the General 
^^ made such a proposition we would have considered it as an in- 
** dignity offered to our inteitrity and understanding." 

Mr. Patterson is brief but pointed. He says: *' I frankly state 
" to you that if any such proposition as you state was made by the 
" friends of Clay to those of Gen. Jackson, 1 had no knowledge 
" of it, and 1 was one of the friends of Clay. I therefore believe 
" the report to be without en honest foundation." 

Ic passing from the testnnony of the delegation from Ohio to 
that of Ki ntucky, we shall find it to be not less irresistible and de- 
cisive in negativing the declaration of Gen. Jack9on, communi- 
cated to the public through Mr. Beverly. The Kentucky delega- 
tion consisted of twelve men»l»ers ; eight of whom, Mr. Trimble, 
Mr. F. Johnson, Gen. Metcalfe, Mr. Letcher, Mr. Buckner, Mr. 
Thompson, Mr. White, and myself, voted for Mr. Adams. From 
six of them, statements have been received. That from Mr. 
White has not reached this city ; but I am justiiied in stating that 
he has repeatedly, within his district after his return to Kentucky, 
borne unqualified testimony to the falsehood of all charges of cor- 
ruption in ttie election, and especially to the propriety of my con- 
duct ; and 1 have no doubt that he will whenever called upon re- 
peat the same testimony. 

Mr. Trimble says, *' J do not know of my own knowledge, nor 
" have I been informed by others, that offers, propositions, or 
" overtures such as are spoken of by Gen. Jackson in his letter to 
** Beverly, or similar thereto, or of any kind whatever, were made 
*' by Mr. Adams or his friend.*, to Mr. Clay or his friends; or by 
" Mr. Clay or his friends, to Gen. Jackson or his friends. I do not 
" know, nor do 1 believe thnt Mr, Ailacn** or his friends made over- 
" tures or olfi^rs, directly or indirectly, to Mr. Clay or tsis friends 
*' to make him Secretaiy of State, if he and his friends would 
" unite in aid of the election of Mr. Adams. Nor do I know or 
" believe that any plf*dge or promise of any kind was made by Mr. 
'* Adams or his friends to Mr. Clay or his friends, to procure his 
" aid in the election. 

^* I never heard from Mr. Clay, or any of hi« friends, or any one 
" the that he was willing to vote for Glen. Jackson, if the Geaera:l 
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^ would say. or any of his friends for bim, that Mr. Adam9 fihoolA 
*' not be continued Sexretary of State. Nor do I know or believe 
*' that Mr. Clay ever expressed a wilhnsjnessi, or any of his fiiendt 
" for him, to support or vote for Gen. Jackson, if he could obtaia 
" the office of Secretary of State under him." 

" 1 do not know or believe that any overtures or offers of any 
" kind were made by Mr. Clay or his friends to Mr. Adams or his 
" friends to vote tor him or support him if he would rnake Mr. 
"Clay Secretary of State ; or to Gen. Jack8<»n or his friends t# 
*' vote for him or support him, if he could obrain the office of Se- 
" cretarj of Slate under him; nor do 1 b*lirve Mr. Clay would 
*'have taken office und^r him if he ha<i been elected." I shall 
hereafter have occasion to notice other j-art^ of the letter of Mr. 
Trimble from which the prec^^ding extiact has been taken. 

Mr. F. Johnsoii stales in his answer to Di*. Watkinh, •^ I have 
" no hesitation however in aui^wering )our eoquiries. After wri- 
** ting the above extract, you say to me." -* If such a proposition 
"were ever mads by the fri»^nds of Mr. Clay to those of Gen. 
"Jackson, it must have been known to many persons, and the fact 
"therefore may be aj^cf-rtained. M»y I ask the favor of you to 
"inform me whether you know or believe any such proposition 
" was ever made, or whether conditiona of any sort were m^^de by 
"the friends of Mr. Clay to any person on compliance with whick 
" their vote was to depend ?" 

"To the first branch of the enqtiiry, my answer is that I have 
"no knowledge of any such proprysiMon, ncr do I t)elieve any such 
"was ever made. To the second I an^vvcr thki I neither know 
" of, nor do I believe that any conditions of any sort were made 
"by the friends of Mr. Clay to any peiajn, oa compliance with 
"which their vote was to depend." 

Gen. Metcalfe, with his cli:irar(< ri^lic firmness and franknesa^ 
gays : " I have to state that f never heard or tJioj-ijht of such a pro- 
" position until the letter of ti}^ hijihiy ^e5j;^.^:'lble V^irginian ap- 
" peared in the public print**.'* F.'c prooevij*, -''As one of the 
"friends of Mr. Olay J enter ihe niost ««.! -mn protest against the 
" right of the General, thi'ongii hia org?»n ttie I)ii»hly respectable 
" Virginian, or otherwise, to say' that I would h^ve assisted in ma- 
"king him President on the condition staied. On the contrary, 
" if I could have been made to believe tiiat Gen. Jackson would 
" not have offered to Mr. Adams ihe place which he had filled with 
" go much ability under Mr. Monroe, that belief would have coo- 
" stituted in my mind a strong additional objection to the Gene- 
" raPs success." " If it is intended to import the belief that Mr. 
" Clay's friends were desirous of obtaining the appointment for 
" him to the exclusion of Mr. Adams or otherwise under Gen. 
" Jackson, as one of his friends, I pronounce it a base and infamoui^ 
" assault upoB the motivcg and honor, so far as 1 am concernedi or 
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' believe, of those who did not chnose to support him for (he 
" Presidency." " In reply to yoiirnccond enquiry, I have to say 
" tliat if couditions of any sort were ever made by tlie friends of 
" Mr. Clay to any pereou, on a compliiince wiih which their vote 
"was made to depend, 1 know iioihitig of it." 

Judge Lelcber, the only member of Cnngrcss who boarded ia 
the same bouse with me. during Iheseseion al which I be l'rr:Mden- 
(ial eleclioa was made, testifies : ■' 1 know of no such propoBitiao 
" or intimation, nor have I a knowledge of any fact or circi 
" stance which would induce me to beheve Mr. Clay's friends, 
*'a.tj one of Ihem, ever made such a proposition to the fneods 
"Gen. Jackson." 

Mr. Thompson says : '* I know of no proposition made by (be 
" friends of Mr. Clay to ihe friends of Gen, Jackson to make him 
"President if he would nut select Mr. Adams to the seat of Se- 
" cretary ; aiid 1 do not believe a proposition of any kind was 
^' made, and i expect if the friend of the General should ever 
" speak on the Gubject. he will be a second Kremer," 

Mr. Buckner testifies : " In ansfttr to your enquiries on this 
''subject, 1 will remark that I h»ve no reason to btlieve that any^ 
"such proposition was made. Indeed no proposition of any de- 
" GCTJplion relating to the election of Pieaident naa made, eo far 
" as I know or believe, by Mr. Clay's friends to those of Geo. 
"Jackson, or of any other person." 

Mr. Scott, the member from Missouri, stales that " neither Mr. 

" Adams uor his friends ever made any promises or overtures to 

" me, nor did they hold out to me any inducements of any sort, 

"kind or character whatevi;r, to procure me to vote for Mr. 

" Adams. Nor did Mr. Adams or any of his friends ever say or Id. 

"sinuate who would be placed at the head of the Department 

"of State, or any oiher department, in the event thai Mr. Adams 

" should be elected. Nor do I believe any propositions were made 

"to Mr. Clay or his friends, by Mr. Adams or his friends. If there 

"were 1 know it not." "I never mndc to Gen. Jackeon or to 

" auy of bis friends any proposition, iu reference to the Presideo. 

" tial election, either as regarded the appointment of Mr. Clay or 

" any other person to office, or the exclusion of Mr. Ad»ms O' any 

" other person from office. I was neither spoken to bj Mr. Clay, 

'''or any of his Iricnds, about making any proposition to Gen. 

" Jackson or his friends of any kind whatever, nor did I ever hear 

, " it insiDuated or hinted, thai any proposition was made or intend- 

' ** ed to be made, by Mr. Clay or his fiiends to Geo. Jackson or bis 

. "friends, or to any other candidate or their frieeds for or relating 

' "to the Presidency. And I do believe, had any propijsition been 

I " made or intended to have been made by Mr. Clay or his friends, 

[ "from my intimacy and constant mteicottY'Bfc VvCfc >)».«», \.*o».'*A' 

lyjj^e known or heard thereof." _ 

■ i 
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" Adanas al3oiil the trealy of Ghent; that in the selection of a 
" MagislMte for tlie Union he woulQ endeavor to disregard all 
" jinsate feelings, and look entirely to the interests of the Country 
'* and thp safely of its inBliiuUons." 

It appears from the letter of Mr. Robert Trimble, (one of the 
associate Justices ot the Supreme Court of the U. Slates,) wbicb 
accompanies Ihitt of Mr. D. Trimble, thai the Utter had avowed 
to the former, ag early as February or Match !324, his preference 
of Mr. Adams to cither of Ihe three Canilidatea (vho vrere actu- 
ally ritunied to the Hou^e of Representatives. 

Col. Davidson (the Treasurer of the Stale of Kentucky, and a 
man of uiiblemii^hed honor and uiiqueElionable veracit)) states that 
during a visit which 1 made to Frankfort in the fall of 1834, and he 
thii<ks only a few days prior to my departure from Kentucky, to 
attend Congress (it must therefore have been early in Novernber, 
as I left home before, or about the tenth of that month) he had a 
conversation with mf about the then pending Presidential election, 
in the course of which he remarked, that 1 would have some diffi- 
culty to encounter in making a selection amongst the Candidates 
if 1 should he excluded from Ihe House. To which I replied : " I 
"supjiose not much; in thai event I will endeavor to do my duty 
" faithfully." Ht: add? ihat 1 slated in the course of the conver- 
aation : ^' 1 cannot conceive of any event that can possibly happen 
" which could induce me to support the election of Gen. Jackson 
" to Ihe Presidency. For if I had no other objection, his want of 
•Mhe necessary qiiali6cation would be sufficient." These re- 
marks made a strong and lasting impression on Col. Davidson's 
mind, and when the resolulions were before the Legislature, re- 
questing the dek'galion to vote for Gen. Jackson, Col. Davidaoa 
inforoted several of his friends of the conversation with me, and 
that be was convinced 1 would not support Gen. Jackson. He 
communicated the substance of this conversation to George Ro- 
binson Esq., the Speaker of the House of Representatives of Ken- 
tucky, who concurred with him, that I could not consistently under 
Boy circumstances vole for Gen, Jackson. When the same reso- 
lulionswere before the Senate (of which Col. Davidson was theo 
a Member) he rose in his place and opposed them, and among the 
TietVB which he presented to that body, he stated that all Ihe Reso- 
lulioiis which ihty coulri pass during ihe ich/ile sessimt uould not in- 
dttee me to abandon tuhul I conceived to be my duly, and that he 
kneu I Could not coi.cur v)ith the majority of the Legislature on that ■ 
subject. 

JohnJ. Crittenden K;q.. (who is referred to in the circular to 
my Constituents, but whuse statement has never before been ex- 
faibiled to the public) testifies : thai, " some time in the fall of ) 824, 
"eonversing upon the subject of the then pending Presidential 
" eleetioD, aud speaking iu reference to your exclusion from tJie 
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t'csnteit, and to your being called upon t* decide antl T»le i 
" tneeii tbe oltieT Caiididat(;B who might be returned to the H. of 
" RRpreseiilatived, you d> clared that }ou could not, or that it waa 
"im)>osisiblf for jou lo vote for Gen, Jack^nn in any event." 
" My impreasion ia that this conversation look place at Capt. 
" Weisiger's tavern in this town I^Frankfort, Ky.] not very Unj; be- 
" fore yon went on to Congress in the Fall preceding the last Pre- 
" sidential electioa, and that the declaration tnade by you as above 
" Etatrd was ehcited by some intimation that fell from me o( my 
" preference for Gen. Jackson over all the other Candidates ei- 
" cept yourself." 

So unalterably 6xcd was my reaolution prior to my departure 
from Kentucky. ] have no doubt that in my promiscuou* and unre- 
served intercourse a-nuug tny nctjualntances in that Stale, others 
not recollected by me conid bear testimony lo ih^ undeviating and 
settled determination of my mind. It mil be noir seen that after, 
and immediately on my arrival at the C^y of Washington, 1 ai- 
bered lo this purpose, and persevered in it until it was executed 
by the actual deposite of my vote in the ballot box. 

in a day or two after I reached the city, and on several other 
occasions, I had long and unreserved conversations with Mr, John- 
ston, senator from Louisiana, to an account of which, as given is 
his letter in the Appendix, 1 invite particular attention. The first 
was on the Saturday or Sunday before the commencement of Con* 
gress in 1324, and after I bad seen Mr. Crawford. I Slated to Mr. 
Jobuflton that, notwithstanding all I had heard, I had do idea of 
bis actual condition, and Ibnt it was out of the question to tlimk of 
making him President. We conversed fully on the respeclive 
pretensions of Mr. Adams and Gen. .fackson, and after drawrnga 
parallel between them, 1 concluded by expressing a preference 
for Mr. Adams, which "turned principally on his talents and ex- 
*' perience in civil affairs." After tbe return of the votes of 
Louisiana, and after the resolutions of the General Assembly of 
Keutticky were received, Mr. Johnston states my adherence to 
that preference. He concludes by observing " tliat no tact ever 
"came to my knowledge that could in the slightest degree Juati- 
" fy the charge which has been exhibited. On the contrary, i Kfi«w 
" that your opinion did not undergo any change from Ihe lime I 
"first saw you on your return to Washington.'^ that is, prior to 
the meeting of Congress. During the present pummer, twu gen- 
tlemen in the State of Mississippi voluntarily told Mr. Johnston 
that they heard me express a decided preference of Mr. Adams, 
at Lexington, befnre I left home for Washington. 

Although not immediately connected with <he main object of 

this address, 1 think it pro|ier to refer to a part of Mr. JohMton's 

. ■ letter, as sustaining two several statements made by me ai (ormer 

■fSCGasions. I stated, in my Address to my constitseDts that, if 1 
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fitd receiTed the vote of Louisiana and beea one of the three eai- 
didates returned, I had resolved, at a time when there was everj 
probabiiitj of my receiving it, that I would not allow my name, in 
consequence of the small number of votes by which it would be 
carried into the House, if I were returned, to constitute an obsta- 
cle to an election. Mr, Johnston say3 : ** You replied that you 
" would not permit the country to be disturbed a day on your ac- 
*^ count ; that you would not allow your name to interfere with 
*^ the prompt decision of the question." I stated at Noble^s Inn, 
near Lexington, last summer, that I had requested a S^ator, when 
my nomination as Secretary of State was acted upon, to move a 
Committee af Inquiry, if it should appear to him necessary. Mr, 
Johnston says : ^^ After your nomination was confirmed, you in* 
*' formed me that you had requested Gen. Harrison to move for a 
*' Committee in the Senate, if any thing occurred to make it 
** necessary. 1 replied that I did not think any thing had occurred 
" to require a Committee on your part." 

Mr. Bouligny, the other Senator from Louisiana, between whom 
and myself .a friendly intimacy has existed throughout our ac- 
quaintance, makes & statement, which is worthy of peculiar no- 
tice. He bore to me th^ 'first authentic information which I re« 
ceived of the rote of Louisiansx, rnd consequently of my exclu- 
sion from the House. AnJ vet, in our first interview, in answer 
to an inquiry which he made, I told him, withcut hesitation, ** that 
*''^ I should vote for Mr. Adams in preference to Gen. Jackson." 

With the present Secretary of War I bad a conversation in the 
early part of the session of 182^-6, on returning from a dinner, at 
the Columbia College, at which we both were, in company with 
Gen. Lafayette and others. The day of the dinner was the 16th 
of December, which may Le verified by a resort to the National 
Intelligencer. In the course of that ccnversation, Mr. Barbour 
states that he expressed himself, in the event of the contest being 
<' narrowed dov/n to Mr. Adams and Gen. Jackson, in favor of 
^< Mr. Adam:, aad Mr. Clay expressed a coincidence of opinion." 

It will be recollected that Gen. Lafayette was in Washington 
during the greater part of the session of the Presidential election. 
He mentioned the subject to me with his characteristic delicacy. 
Without seeking to influence my vote, or manifesting the least dis- 
position to interfere in the election, be made a simple inquiry of 
me, which I am quite sure was prompted by the deep interest 
which he felt in every thing that concerns the welfare of this 
country. I am happy to be able now to submit the statement of 
the General of what passed between us on that occasion. He 
says : '* Blessed as I have lately been with the welcome, and con- 
*^ scions as it is my happy lot to be of the afiection and confidence 
^^ of all parties and all men in every party within the United 
^^ States, feelings which 1 most cordially reciprceate, I ever have 



' tliaught Mjseir bound to avoid taking any part in local tr pj| 
" Bonal divi«ioas. Indeed, if 1 thought that in ilieae matteci 
" m; influence could be of any avail, it should be lolelj eserted 
"to deprecate, not by far, the free, Republican, and full discus- 
*' sion of principles and candidates, but (hose invidious slanders 
" which, although they are happily repelled by the good sense, the 
'• candor, and in domestic instances, by the delicacy of the ^Vmert- 
'■ can people, tend to give abroad incorrect and disparaging ini- 
" pressions* Yet, that line of conduct from nhich 1 mu^t not de- 
" viate except in imminent cases now out o( the question, does 
" not imply a forgetfutnesi of facti nor a refusal to state them oc- 
" casionally. M> remembrance concurs wilh your own on this 
" point, that in tiift later end of December, either before or afici 
* my visit to Annapolis, you being out of the presidential candida- 
" lure, and after having espreesei! my abovementioned motives cf 
•* forbearance, I, by way of a contideiilial exception, allowed my- 
*■ self to put a simple unquabfied question, respecting your elec- 
" tioiteeriiig guess, and your intended vote. Your answer was 
■■ that in your opiainn, tha actual state of health of Mr. Crawford 
*> had limited the contest to a choice bflvreen Mr. Adams and Gen. 
" Jackson, that a claim founded on nnliliry atchievemeuts did aot 
** meet your preference^and that yoii had concluded to vole for 
" Mr. Adams. Such has been, if not the literal wording, at least 
*' the precise tense of a converaalion whicli it would hava been in- 
" consistent for me to carry farther and not lo keep a secret, while 
" a recollection of it, to assist your memory 1 should not now deny, 
" not only to you as my friend, but to any man in a similar situa- 
" tion." 

Cien. Lafayette was not abia (o state, with absolute precision, 
ihedjiteof the conversation between us, nor cnn 1 undi^rlake lo spe- 
cify the day. although I retain a perfect recollectiun of the conver- 
sation. It WHS, he says, " (u the iattrendof December, either be- 
fore or afler my visit to AiiiiapoJis, you being out of the Presiden- 
tial Candidature." He let\ VVatfUagton cntbe IGth for Annapohs, 
and returned on the 8 1st. [See National Intelligencer, j If the cou- 
Tcrsfltion took place before that excursion, it must have been on or 
prior to (fee Itilh of December. But he says that 1 was out of the 
" Presidential Candidalure." Whether I should be returned to the 
Hoiite or not. was not ascertained until the vote of Louisiana waf 
known. Rumors had reached this city of the issue of il, previaun 
to tbo 20lh uf the moulh; but the liret certain inteHigence af it 
was brouirhl here by Mr.Sen^tor Bouligny on the SOlh, according 
to his rec'illticlioii. On Gen. Lafayette's return from Ainapolis, 
the probabiliiy is that the subject of (he Presidential election was 
a common topic of convcrsulion. as information had *.be.^ 's^^^n. 
leached the city from Louisiana.. \ caWei Va iR«,\iMsi,'ws«B*.S.^'^^^ 

"terbis retara, and, as il had h»sn ve^'^ ct>Ti'cv\w>XN evvas-'w^gl 
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I would receive the vote of Louisiana, it is quite likelj that it was 
on that occasion that be held the conversation with me. This 
would tix the day to have been prior to Christmas. But whatever 
was the actual day, there can be no doubt that it was before the 
memorable interview between Gen. Jackson and Mr. Buchanan. 
Here, then, is an unbroken chain of testimony, commencing ear- 
ly in October 1U24, and extending to nearly the end of the year, 
establishing, beyond all controversy, my fixed and unwavering de- 
cision not to vote for Gen. Jackson. This purpose is dehberately 
manifested at different periods, in different places, and to distin- 
guished individuals who would have been the last in society that 
1 should have thought of deceiving. This testimony stands un- 
opposed, and, with truth, cannot be opposed by a solitary indivi- 
dual. There does not exist a human being, and if the deadcouiil 
be recalled, one could not be summoned from the grave, Who 
could truly testify that I ever expressed or ever intimated- the re- 
motest intention to vote for Gen. Jackson, in any contingency 
whatever. As to him, my mind was never for a moment in doubt 
or difficulty. And whatever personal predilection I might have 
entertained for Mr. Crawford, of whose state of health there wens 
such opposite representations in the pubKc prints, when I saw bids 
myself, there was no alternative in my )hdgment bat that which I 
embraced. I have reason to believe that Gen. Jackson and hit 
friends cherished no expectation that I would vote for him. Gen. 
Call, the then delegate from Florida, was bis ardent and intimate 
friend, and bad been his Aid. They travelled together on their 
journey to Washington City in the fall of 1824. In a letter from 
Gen. Jackson to Mr. Eaton, which is contained in the 66lh page 
of the 2bth vol. of Niles' Register, he states that Gen. Call was 
with him on that journey, and he refers to him as corroborating bis 
own memory relative to a transaction at Washington (Pennsylva- 
nia.) It IS presumable that the election with its prospects andl 
hopes must have frequently formed a subject of conversation on 
the journey. It can scarcely be doubted that Gen. Call was well 
acquainted with Gen. Jackson's views and expectations. At a 
tavern at Rockville, in Maryland, about fifteen miles from this city, 
during that same journey, Gen. Call and several other gentlemen 
eng'-iged in conversation about the presidential election. John 
Braddock, Esq. (a gentleman not known to me, but who, I under- 
stand, is a merchant of great respectability) was present ; and be 
states that " when the vote which Mr. Clay would probably give 
^^ was spoken of, Gen. Call declared that the friends of Gen. Jack- 
^^ son did not expect Mr. Clay to vote for him, and if be did so, it 
*^ would be an act of duplicity on his part.'' [See Appendix C.] 
7/7 Gc/js Jackson's address to the public of the 18th of July last, 
iouching his previous statements to Mr. Beverly, and communi* 
''Jg the name of Mr. Buchanan, as the geutiem^si iiVvb^t% \^^ 




tmaginarr overture, he Bays. " the oriein — the beginning of thl 
inn(l<^r was at mj own house and tirt-sidi' ; wht p*- BUie'j a frtemil 
ma} be permitted to S{ieak i»i public loplca, n Khoiit liovtrig nscnbt^d 
to him improper designs." From this Klatemeiit. ihe fair iufereiicc 
is, that Gfi). JxckBon intends to aver lliat he had never befure 
spoken cif hie charge against me. The " origin, Ihe bt-ginning" 
of this matter was, he saja, at his nwn fireside; that is, it was ta 
March, l8-i7, when, according to Mr. Beverly, before a crowd of 
oompany. of which there were no less than seven Virginians, he 
prticlaimed his ai cu°a(ion. The obligation to observe Ihe priiici- 
plt^s of honor, and to apeak with licrupulous veracity of all men, 
and especially of our competitors, is unaffected by time or place. 
The domestic hreside h:is no pnviln^e winch esemple a muii of 
faoniv from the force of that obligation. On th<- coiiliary thi re, 
more than in any other p(a«e. in the midst of one's family, should 
axamples be eKhibjted ol truth, of charily, and of kindne«s towards 
our fellow men. All llic surrounding circumstances tend to soothe 
the vindictive passions, and to inculcale mudtralion. Wh' Ihtr the 
pnvilegesof thednmesticcircie have been abu^^ed by Gen. Jackson, 
•r not, in my instance, let the impartial world d.'cide. Th? atti- 
tude in which be stood before the American p' ople and the sub- 
siieling relations between him and me. one might have supposed 
would prompt him to the observance of the giealest delicacy. Has 
he pracltsed it? If indeed, in au unguarded moment ol hilarity, 
amidst his coovivial friends, in his own domicit, he had incautiously 
touched a subjt:ct, respecting which he ought have been expected 
to prescribe to himself (he most profound silence, he might possibly 
find, not any jijslitication. but some excuse for his indiscretion, in 
the public liberality. But what must be the general surprise whea 
the fact turns out to be. thrtt the "origin — the beginning" of this 
matter with Gen. Jackson, was not, as he alleges, in March. 1 827, 
hut at least two years before; not, as he also nliegcs, at his own tire- 
side, but in public places, on Ihe highway, al taverns, and on board 
a steam boat ! 1 have expected to receive testimony to establish 
the fact of his promulgating his charge on all those various occa- 
sions, during his journey on his return from Congress, in March, 
l&2b. At present, I have only obtained it in part. (See Appen- 
dix D.) 

Mr. Daniel Large testifies " that on my way down the Ohio 
"from Wheeling to Cincinnati, in the month of March. 1845, oa 
" board the steam-boat General Neville, among many Other pas- 
" sengersweie Gen. Jackson aud a Tiurnber of gentlemen fromPena- 
*' sylvaiiia. some of whom remarked to the General that ihej re- 
•'gretted that he had not been elected President instead of Mr. 
"Adams. Gen. Jackson replied, thai if he would have made the 
"Mine promises and offers to Mr. Clay, that Mt. fv*vxv*v*4i. *i.«-i'.^«i.i 
•^hstGea, JackaonJ would Uieu, m\\».v.ta.'ie,\j.^:s«4.\i^»j.VL'\si.ssiSi. 
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*^ Pre«i^cntial chair, but he would make no promiseR to any ; that 
*^ if he went to the Presidential chair, he would go with cl^an hands 
** and uncontrolled by any one/' 

To this statement, Mr* William Crosdell, who was present, 
subjoin? a certificate that '' it is a faithful account of Gen. Jack- 
son's conversation on the occasion alluded to." Both of those 
fentlemen, I have been informed, are respectable citizens of 
Inladelphia. 
I have understood, that to the Reverend Andrew Wylie, Major 
Davis, and others in Wat^hington, in Pennsylvania, on one occa* 
sion; at a tavern in West Alexandria, in the same county on another ; 
at Brownsville; at Cincinnati; at Louisville; and at Bowling Green, 
in a tavern in Kentucky, Gen. Jackson made similar assertions. 
Should the additional proof expected arrive, it shall be presented 
to the pubhc*. Whether such was the design or not, Gen. Jack- 
son appears to have proclaimed his accusation, at such conveni- 
ent and separated points, as would insure its general circulation. 
We have the testimony of Gen. Duff Green, (which is at least ad- 
missible on such an occasion) that he personalis/ knew of Gen. 
Jackson speaking to the same effect as early as March, 1825. 
Thus it appears that, in March 1825, at various places, in the 
presence of many persons, Gen. Jackson took upon himself to re- 
pres^ent that Mr. Adams had made offers to me, and that if he had 
made similar proposals, he, and not Mr. Adams, would have been 
elected President. With what truth then can he assert, as he has 
done, that the '* origin" of his charge was two years afterwards at 
bis own fireside ? Or that he ^^ has not gone into the highways 
and market places" to proclaim his opinions ? 

Whilst he has made no protest against any benefit which might 
accrue to himself from the dissemination of such a charge against 
me, he is extremely desirous not to be considered as my public 
accuser. He has indeed not appeared before a grand jury to sup- 
port a bill of indictment against me. Neither did he arraign me 
when acting under the oath of a Senator of the United States, 
lie passed upon my nomination. But, if he can be regarded as a 
public accuser who, on numerous occasions, to particular individ- 
uals, as well as before crowds of people, in public as well as private 
places, charges another with a political offence, Gen. Jackson unites 
the double character of my public and private accuser. With hiai 
I have been reluctantly compelled to believe the accusation ori- 
ginated. Whether from an honest misconception of the purport 
of Mr. Buchanan's interview with him, (which no one can doubt 
was the source of the calumny) or from the design of promoting 
bis own interests, the injury to me has been the same. The pub* 
lie, (as I certainly had) prior to the last Summer, supposed that 

^Ses Mr. SimntB^t aad Mr, Howe's statements^ received sioce this paper was in 
0rffag. (Appeadix J>,) 





X^narge lisd origmateil with Mr. Genrge Kremers leTt 
Columbian Observer. But recent dieclneures of General Jacksc 
and his partisans, satis fiicloril^ establish thal,aUhou|;h the steruuei 
of Mr. Kremer's palriotisnl proitipled him " to cry aloud and dpar** 
not," he must be stripped of the borrowud merit of original iiiTea 
fion, which impartial justice requires should now be transferred 
a more distinguished personage. A brief summary of JDcontesta- 
cle facts will evince the justness of this observation. 

It was the pohcy with which the political campaign was conduct- 
ed in the Winter 18^4-25, by the forces of the General, in the 
first instance to practice stratagem wilh my friends and me. Ac- 
cordingly the' arts of persuasion and dattery were employed. 
Bui as I did not hasten to give in my adhesion, and remained most 
mysteriously silent, in other words ha<< not converted myself into 
a boiMerous and zi^alous parlizao of Gen. .laikson, it became ne- 
cessary to change that policy, and to substitute intimidation for 
blandishment. Mr. Krcmer presenh^d himself as a fit agent in this 
new work. He was ardent, impelled by a blind and infuriate zeal, 
and irresponsible, and possessed at least the faculty of clamorous 
vociferation. His letter to the Columbian Observer was prepared, 
and he was jnslructed (o sign and (ransmil it. That he was not the 
author of the letter he has deliberately admitted to Mr. Crownin- 
etiield, former Secretary of the Navy, Thut he was not acquainte.d 
with Us conteiit<i, Ihat is, did nnlcompri^hf^nd the import ofiti terms, 
has been sufBcii-n'ly established. To Gov. Kent, Col. Little, 
(who voted in the House of Representatives for Gen. Jaiksoo,) 
Col. Brent of Louisiana, and Mr. Digges, he disclaimed all inten- 
tion of imputing any thing dishonorable to me. (See Appendix 
E.) Who was the rea) author of the letter, published ii> the 
Columbian Observer, to which Mr. Kremer affixed his NignaCure, 
I will not undertake positively to assert. Circumstances render it 
highly probable that it was written by Mr, Eaton, and with the 
knowledge of Gen. Jackson. In relation to the card of Mr Kre- 
mer, in answer to that which I had previously inserted in the Nat. 
Intelligencer. I remarked in my circular to my constituents, that 
the night before the appearance of Mr. Kremer's, " as I was volun- 
" tarily informed. Mr, Eaton, a Senator from Tennessee, and the 
" biographer of General Jackson, (who boarded in the end of this 
"City opposite to that in which Mr. Krcmer look np his abode, 
" a distance of about two miles and a half,) was closeted for aume 
"time with him" This paragraph led to a correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Eaton and myself, lu the course of which, in a letter 
frommetohim, m.der date the 31st Mnich. I8a5, I observe, "it 
" is proper for me to add that [ did believe, from your nocturnal 
" interview with Mr- Kremer, referred to in my address, that you 
" prepared or advised the publication of his card, in the guarded 
"terms in which it is expressed. I should be happy^ h\ a4.v«v- 
"Towa! OD your part, of the fatlot ttv^^ ■\Tv^4t'<w«.» ^■s,*^''* ■**V 
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public conduct, ought to aflTect our personal intercourse. My visit 
vtfks not returned, and I was subsequentiy told ttmt he was in the ha- 
bit of indulging in the bitterest observations upon most of tho.se (my- 
self among the number) who had called in question the propriety 
of his military conduct in the Seminole War. I saw no more of him, 
except possibly at a distance during the «%ame wmter, in this City, 
until the summer of the year 18 19. Deing ia that summer, on my 
way from N. Orleans to Lexington, and travelling tiie same road 
.on which he was passing, in the opposite direction from Lexington 
to Nashville, we met at Lebanon in Kentucky, where I bad stopt 
to breakfast, i was sitting at the door in the shade reading a 
newspaper, when the arrival of Gen. Ja(:k^on and his sijiite was 
announced. As he ascended the steps and approached me, I rose 
and saluted him in the most respectful manner. He darted by 
me, slightly inclining his head, and abruptly addressing me. He 
was followed by some of his suite who stopped and conversed with 
me sooie time, giving me the latest information of my family. I 
afterwards learnt that Gen. Jackson accompanied President Mon- 
roe, in a visit to my family, and partook of some slight refresh- 
ment at my hoiise. On leaving the tavern at Lebanon, 1 had oc- 
casion to go into a room where I found Gen. Jackson seated read- 
ing a newspaper, and I retired, neither having spoken to the 
other, and pursued my journey, in company witti four or live tra- 
velling companions. 

Such was the state of our relations at the commencement of the 
session of Congress in 1823, the interval having passed without 
my seeing him. Soon after his arrival here to attend that session, 
I collected from certain indications that he had resolved upon a 
general amnesty, the benefit of which was to be extended to me. 
He became suddenly reconciled with some individuals between 
whom and himself there had been a long existing enmity. The 

treater part of the Tennessee delegation (all I believe except Mr. 
laton and Gen. Cocke) called on me together early in the session, 
for the express purpose, as I understood, of producing a reconcili- 
ation between us. I related, in substance, all of the above cir- 
cumstances, including the meeting at Lebanon. By way of apo- 
logy for his conduct at Lebanon, some of the gentlemen remarked 
that he did not intend any disrespect to me, but that he wa^r. la- 
boring under some indisposition. I stated that the opinions which 
I had expressed in the H. of Representatives, in regard to Geo* 
Jackson's military transactions had been sincerely entertained and 
were still held, but that being opinions in respect to public acts, 
they never had been supposed by me to form any just occasion for 
private enmity between us, and that none had been cherished ob 
my part. Consequently there was on my side no obstacle to a 
meeting with him. and maintaining a respectful intercour^^e. For 
the purpose of bringing us together, the Teauessee representa* 
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tiv«e, all of whom, according to my rccollectinn, bonrdf^t) at Mrs, 
Clajttoirs. oil Ca|iiiol Hill, nave a dinner to which we were both 
invited, and at which 1 remember. Mr. Senator While, then acting 
as a Commissioner under the Florida treaty, and others were pre- 
sent. We there met. eschanged salutations, and dined lugether. 
I retired from the table early, and was followed to the door by 
Gen. Jackson and Mr. Eaton, who insisted on my taking a seat ia 
their carriage, 1 rode with them and was set down at m^ owa 
lodgings. I was afterwards invited by Gen. Jackson to dine with 
him, where I met with Mr. Adams, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Southard and 
many other gentlemen, chietiy roembers of Congress. lie sUo 
dined, m compuny with fifteen or eighteen members of Congre&s, 
at my lodg>[igs, and we freqnently m<^f , in the course of the winter, 
always ri'^pecirullyaddre^'Sing each other. > 

Just before! Uft Kentucky the succeeding fall (Nov. 1824,} 
to proceed to Washington, a report reached Lexington that Gea> 
Jackson intended to take that place iu his route to the city. Our 
friendly intercourse having been restored, in the manner slated, I 
wag very desirous that he should arrive, prior to my departure from 
home, that I mii^ht oii'er lu him the hospitality of my houte, and, 
lest he might misioterpret the motive of my departure, if it pre- 
ceded his arrival. In this temper uj mind, I think it quite possible 
that 1 may have naid that, if I hud been aware of hie intention to 
pa?s that way, 1 would have written to him when I intended to set 
out, and urged him to reach Lexington bi-fore I started on my jour- 
ney. I certainly never contemplated (ravelling in company with 
bim, having some time before made all my arrangements for the 
journey with the gentleman who accompanied me, and having de- 
termined upon a route, diOerent from the usual one, which was 
taken bj Gen. Jackson, fi has been atlirmed that 1 wrote to him 
eipressmg a wish to accompany him to the City of Wushingtoa, 
and his silence would seem to imply an acquiescence in the cor- 
[wetness of the statement, if it were not put forward ou his suggea- 
tton. 1 am quite sure that I did not at that period write him a let- 
ter of any description ; but if I did, 1 here express my entire assent 
to the publication of that or any other letter addressed to bim bj 
me. I do not believe 1 die. because 1 do not think that there wua 
time, after 1 heard of his intention to come by Lexington, for a 
letter from me to reach Nashville, and an answer to be returned, 
before it was requisite to commence the journey — a punctual at- 
tendance on my part being necessary as the presiding officer of the 
House. If such a letter had been (as most undesignedly it might 
have been,) wnlten, can any thing more strongly illuslratethe spirit 
of hostility BgiiiiiEt me than the unwarrantable inferences, which 
have been drawn from that assumed fact ? When 1 left home in No- 
vember 1 did not certainly know the electoral voteof aeolilarj state 
in ttie UuioQ. Although I did not dou.V)\. ^:ti« s«^%u\\. (iV'^'a.v.vi:^'^^'^- 



I 

IE ^ 



I 



tucky, the returns liad not cnmein.and the Grgt auttientic infor-* 
mation which I reci-ivfd of the vote of any State waaof Ihalof Ohio, 
which reached me on the Kanawha, during the journey, more thau 
two hundred mile^ from my residence. Whether 1 would be on 
of the three returned to the Hou^e of Representatives was no 
aECeriaioed, until more than three weeks after I had reached 
Washington. la it not, then, miisl unreasonabLe to t^uppo^e, if I 
had wrilteti Buch a letter as has been imagined, proposing that wc 
should travel together, that 1 could have had any object connect- 
fld with the presidential election ? I reached Wa-^hiugton several 
days before him. Shorlly after hia arrival, he called to see me, 
but I was out. I returned the visit, considering it in buth instan- 
ces one of mere ceremony. 1 met with him but rarely during 
that aession, and always, when I did see him, in company. I sought 
no opportunities to meet him, for, having my mind unalterably 
tixed in its resolution not to V9te for him, I wished to inspire him 
with no hopes from me. 'I'he presidential election never was a 
topic, to which the most distant allusion was made by me, in any 
conversation with him, but once, and that happened at a dinner 
given by the Russian Minister, the late Buron of Tuyil, on the 
24lh December, 1824. I recollect the day, because it wa^ the 
birth day of the late Emperor Alexander. About thirty gentle- 
men composed the party, and, among them, Mr. Adams, Mr. Cal- 
houn, Gen. Jackson, and, 1 think, Mr. Macon. Juiit before we 
passed from the drawing into the dining room, a groupe of some 
eight or ten gentlemen were stan'dmg together, of whom Gen. 
Jackson and I were a part, and Internal Improvcmeuts (I do not 
recollect how) became the subject of conversation. I observed 
to him. in the course of it, that if he should be elected President, 
I hoped the cause would prosper under his administration. He 
made some general remarks, which I tviti not undertake to state, 
lest I should do him injustice. 

My principal inducement to the pubticalion of this address be- 
ing to exhibit the testimony which it embodies ; it forms no part 
of my purpose to comment on (he statements which have been 
puhhshed of Messrs. Buchanan. Eaton, Isaacs, andMarktey, all of 
them the friends of Gen. Jackson, on the occasion of the late elec- 
tion. Neither shall I notice Ibe numerous falsehoods of anony- 
mous writers, and editors of newspapers, with which the press has 
teemed to my prejudice. The task would be endless. To guard 
against any misinterpretation that might be placed on my si- 
lence, in respect to a letter from Mr. Harrison Miinday, which has 
been widely circulated, and which was published at a period chosen 
to affect the Kentucky election, 1 declare thai whether this letter 
be genuine or not, its statements are altogelhcrgroundless. I never 
hud nuch a conversation with him as that irtter desrribes. ret^pect- 
-i^ Mr. Adams, who, »t ifieliinG wlienit la 4VVe)<,(id to tuve happen- 
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M, was abroad, and of whom at that early period, there had been 
certainly no general conversation in regard to his election^to the 
Presidency. The appointment which Mr. Markley holds, was con* 
ferredl upon him in consequence of the very strong recommenda* 
tions of him, principally for a more important office, from numerous 
highly respectable persons of all parties, in various parts of Penn* 
sylvania, from some of the Pennsylvania delegation, among whom 
Mr. Buchanan took a warm and zealous interest in his behalf, and 
from the support given to him by the Secretary of the. Treasury, 
to which department the appointment belonged. 

When it was ascertained that I was not one of the three can. 
didates who were returned to the House of Representatives, I 
was compelled to vote, if I voted at all, for one of those actually 
returned. The duty which the people devolved on me was pain- 
ful and perilous, and 1 anticipated that it was impossible for me, 
whatever course i should take, to escape censure. I confess that the 
measure has transcended all expectation, if it be not unexampled. 
It has been seen that my opinion was early and deliberately formed, 
under circumstances where no personal motive could have swayed 
me ; that it was adhered to without deviation ; and that it was 
avowed again and again, rK>t to one or two but to many persons, not 
ID obscurity, but standing high in the public estimation and in my 
own. Not a particle of opposing testimony has been, or with truth 
can be, adduced. I have indeed derived consolation from the re- 
flection that, amidst all the perturbation of the times, no man has 
been yet found hardy enough to assert, that 1 ever signified a 
purpose of voting for Gen. Jackson. It has been seen that, so far 
as any advances were made, they proceeded from the side of Gea. 
Jackson. After our meeting at Lebanon, ages nnght have rolled 
away, and, if we both continued to live. I never would have sought 
the renewal of any intercourse with him. When he came to the 
Senate, and at the commencement of the next session of Congress, 
the system of opention decided on, in respect to my friends and 
me, was one of courteous and assiduous attention. From that, the 
transition was to a scheme of intimidation, of which Mr. Krertier's 
letter is only a small part of the evidence. Intimidation (*f a re- 
presentative of the people in the dii^charge of a solemn irust! 
That is the last day of the Republic on which such means shall be 
successfully employed and publicly sanctioned. Fit ding me im- 
movable by flattery or fear, the last resort has been to cru^h me 
by steady and unprecedented calumny. Whether this final aim 
shall be crowned with success or not, depends upon the inteili* 
gence of the American people. 1 make no appeal to their sym- 
pathy. I invoke only stern justice. 

If truth has not lost its force, reason its sway, and the fountains 
ef justice their purity, the decision must be auspicious. With a 
Arm reliance upon the enlightened judgment ef the publie.^ aaA. 
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Another, and still more serious consideration with us, was, the 
qualifications of those gentlemen from whom, under the provisions 
of the Constitution, a President was to be selected by the House. 

So far as I was acquainted with the sentiments of Mr. Clay's 
friends, I do not believe that they could have been prevailed upon 
to have supported the election of General Jackson upon any condi- 
tions whatever, much less that of excluding Mr. Adams from the 
appointment of Secretary of State. ' 

The language held by some of the friends of the General, before 
the election, was, that the friends of Mr. Clay durst not vote for any 
man other than General Jackson. This was so often repeated, in a 
menacing manner, that it seemed that they already considered us 
chained to the car of the General ; and, if viewedin that degrading^ 
lip^ht, what inducement could we have had to ask, or to offer con- 
ditions of any k'nd ? But it is also true that others of the General's 
friends used, what they no doubt conceived, more persuasive lan- 
guage. Indeed they appeared to be willing to make any promises 
which thev thought would induce the friends of Mr. Clay to vote for 
General Jackson. 

I do not believe, however, that General Jackson ever made the 
statement attributed to him, as such ^^ slang^^ does not comport 
with the character of a soldier, or of a high minded honorable man. 
Nor do 1 believe, as I before stated, that any such proposition was 
ever made by the friends of Mr. CUy to those ot General Jackson^ 
or that propositions of any, kind were ever made by themj to any 
person* as a condition* upon the compliance with which, their vote 
w^s made to depend But, if the fact should be otherwise, let the 
proof appear, and the names of the persons be published, so that 
the world may know and judge how far they ought, of right, to be 
considered the friends of Mr. Clay, or were authorized to make 
such a proposition* 

1 have the hopof to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DUNCAN M'ARTHUR, 
Doctor r. Watkint. 

' '/ ' Urhana, July Uth, 182T. 

Sir : On my return from a visit to West Point, I found your fa- 
vor of the 5th of May, -and with great cheerfulness answer the ques- 
tion therein propounded. 

You ask me, as one of the friends of Mr. Clay, that voted for Mr. 
Adams, if I knew of. any proposition being made to General Jack- 
son, or his friends, by Mr. Clav, or his friends, that if he, Jackson, 
would not appoint Mr. Adams Secretary of State, that we, the friends 
of Mr. (May, would support him for the Presidency. I say, without 
hesitation* that I never heard of those or any other terms beings 
thought of, as an equivalent for the vote we were about to give, nor 
do I believe that the friends of Mr. Clay, or Mr. Clay himself, ever 
thought of rrmkinf^ or suggesting any terms to any one of the par- 
' as the grounds of our acceptance or reiecvionof either oT the 

caadldates returned to the House •£ Re][>re*tuX.%.\AN««^* K'*^ o^^^ 



«rthe origiDRl friendsor Mr. Clay, I was in the habit of iVea t*i 
iitireserved converaaiions, both with him and his other friends, re- 
lative lo thai election, and I am bold to say ihat I never heard a 
whisper of any thing like a condition on -which our vole was to be 
given, mentioned either by Mr. Clay himself, or anv of his friendB, 
at any time, or under any circumstances. That the friends of Mr. 
Clay, while the election was pending before the House, were treated 
with great kindness and courtesy, by the friends of the other can- 
didates, is certainly true, and that we were strongly importuned to 
support their respective favoriics, is equally true ; bat I can say 
with truth, and I say it with (^real pleasure, that I never heard a 
proposition from the friend or friends of either of the candidates, 
or from any other person, directed either to the atnbiiion or avarice 
of those having a voice in the election, calculated or intended to 
swerve thtm from a conscientious discharge of their duty. Nor do 
I helieVe it was the opinion of any well informed man, in the House 
of Representatives, until it was seized hold of by the Combin; 

I the best and oniv means to ruin Mr. Clay. 
« 1 am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

k JOSEl-H VANCE. 

r 
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Lancaster, May ti, 1827. 
^,. : Absence from home, is the reason why I have not, 

Ktoi-e this, atisweifd your leiier, upon tiie subject of the letter said 
to have been written by a*' highly respectable Virginian." 

I do not know that a friend, or the friends ofMr. Clay, ever made 
»ny proposition to the friends of General Jackson, respecting the 
electiuR of Mr. Adams, ai. President, in any way ; or as respecting 
General Jackson" not putting Mr. Adams into the seat of Secretary 
of Slate," ir. case he, Jackson, should be elected President. 

Neither am I acquainted with a friend of Mr. Clay's that would 
aonsent to be an agent in such a degrading transaction. 

Nor can I admit that the friends of Mr. Clay had so contemptible 
an opinion of each other, or of Mr. Clay, as to suppose that the ap- 

S ointment or non appointment of any man to any office would tit' 
uence them in the discharge of an important public duty. 
Mr. Clay, and his friends, preferred Mr. Adams to General Jack- 
son, merely because they believed he, in a more eminent degree, 
possessed the cjualifications necessary to the able performance of the 
high duties assigned by the Constitution and Laws to the President 
of the United States, 

1 am, dear Sir, with great respect, yourobedient servant, 

P.BEECUER. .J 
IK'or Tobias Wutkiw, IVashingtoa. H 

Wooiter, Mays, 1 827. 
De^r Sib: Your favor of the I at instant ha.5 tiWATB.ti.itvi»A..W-A. 
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fwfettalle Virginian,^' to which it refers. In answer to your in« 
quiries, I have to state, that I have always suppjsed myself in the 
entire confidence of all Mr. Clay's supporters and friends, who were 
members of Congress at the time of the Presidential election, and 
that I have no hesitation in saying that I never heard the most dis- 
tant insinuation from any of theni that they would vote for General 
Jackson, if there was any prospect of choosing either of the other 
candidates. That any of the friends of Mr. Clay, in Congress, ever 
made any propssition of conditions on which their votes would de* 
pend, to the friends of General Jackson, or any other person, I do 
not believe. Had General Jackson been chosen, they would have felt 
no concern as to who he might have appointed members of his ca-> 
binet; and, as to Mr. Clay*s accepting an appointment under him, 
they would, to a man, have most certainly opposed it« I judge of 
this from the opinion which 1 know they entertained of General 
Jackson's want of capacity^ and the fact that it was not until some 
time after the choice of Mr. Adams that they agreed to advise Mr. 
Clay to accept of the office he now holds. His acceptance has al* 
ways been regarded by them as a Tavor dont to the country, and not 
as one conferred upon him. 

If the disposition of General Jackson could have been judged of 
by the imporluuliy of some of. hi3 Congressional friends, I should 
have supposed that a proposition of the kind mentioned, would have 
been instantly closed with \ but no such propositions were ever made 
by the friends of Mr. Clay, and none such would have been ac- 
cepted by them. 

In shorty 1 fttl confident that the whole is a vile and infamous 
falsehood, sOich as honorable men woul4 not re^^ort to, more espe- 
cially after having, upon full cotisultation and deliberate considera- 
tion, declined an investigation of the whole matter before a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. SLOANE. 

Hon, Tobias Watkins. 



Stcubenville^ 6th May, 1 827. 

Dear Sir: Yours of the Ist current, stating that General Jack- 
Son is reported to have said, at -his table, *'in the presence of all his 
company," **that Mr. Clay's friends made a proposition to his 
friends, thatif they would promise /or him not to put Mr. Adams in- 
to the seat of Secretary of State, Clay and his friends would, in owe 
ftowr, make him, Jackson, the President," &c. &c. and asking me 
to inform you whether I know, or believe, that such a proposition 
was ever made? Or, whether conditions of any sort were proposed 
by the friends of Mr. Clay to any person^ on a compliance with 
which their vote was made to depend ? 

In reply, I can only say, sincerely and unequivooally, that I do not 

know or believe that any proposition of the kind mentioned, as from 

GeueraUsLcksottf vras ever made to the friends of (general Jackson, 

he friends of Mr. Ciay, or any of them*, and xXiAi 1 W3k.^V\^VW 
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ignorant of any conditiftni, of any son, being propascJ t* any <ia%- 
l>y the fricitd!! uf Mi-, (. Uy, on n compliance with which iheir vuia 
iras mitdc to deprnd. 

Allow me to ubserve, in addition, that the vote of the Ohio Dele- 
gaiioi> WIS dricrmined upon by consuftaiiun among its members, s« 
far as I know ay bdicve, without any stipulation or agreement with 
the Delegatii)n -if any otiier State, or individual, as to what that vol* 
should be. To my knowledge, no inSucnce whatever, other than 
the convictions of each member, alter a candid and serious exami* 
nation into the fitness and qualiRcritiims of the three candidates be- 
fore the H^'uae, fur the office of Chief Magistrate, and ax ardent de- 
sire properly to discharge the important duty devolved upon thent 
by the Constitution, according to its spirit, operated to control thlj' 
Tote of any one of Mr. Clay's friends, or himself. ' 

In grcftt haste, sincerely yours, 

J. C. WRIGHT. 

T. Walkins, Eiq. 



Gallipolit, COhio,)May S7, 1827. 

Dear Sih: On returning home, to-day, frons a short journey, 1 
had the pleasure of receiving your letter i-t the i st instant, addressed 
tome, concerning the publication of a letter, that lirsl appeared in 
the " Fayelieviile Observer," said to have been written by " a high- 
ly lespecTable Virginian," containing a ilatcmeni, in substance to 
this effect— that General Jackson, in answer to a question put to 
him by the writer, in presence of his. General J's company, said 
that Mr. Clay's friends made a proposition lo his friends, that if 
they would promise for him, Jackson, not to make Mr. Adams his 
Secretary of State, that Clay and his friends would make him Pro- 
sident at the then approaching elecitvn by Congress. You request 
jne to favor you with a siaiement concerning my knowledge of thix 
matter. Having been one ofthe friends of Mr. Clay, who voted for 
Mr. Adams, 1 cheerfully avail myself of this opporluniiy to say that 
I have no knowledge wliaicver of the above mentioned propositioiir 
or any other proposiliou haung been made lu General Jackson, or 
any of his friends, by Mr. Cby, or any of his friends, as a conditioi 
Upon which his or their vote was to be given to General Jackson for 
the Presidency. 

It may not, perhaps, be amiss to add. in relation to myself, that 
though I hold the public servici-s of General Jackson in the highest 
estimation, il was well known lo my consliluenls, for many months 
previous to the late Presidential election, that after Mr. Clay Mr,. 
Adams was my next choice, among the dislinguiJihed individuals 
who were then before the people of the United States, as candidate^ 
for that exalted station. 

I am, very respeclfully, yours, &c. 

SAMI.. F. VINTON. 

T. Wmikiut, B.J. 
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Piqua^ OhiOf t^th May, 1827. 

Bear Sir: Yours of the Ist instant came to hand by the last^ mail, 
^nd in compliance with your request I will answer the interrogato- 
ries you propound. 1 had, prior to the reception of your letter, 
Fcad the publication to which you allude, said to have been written 
by a **highly respectable Virginian," and dated at Nashville, the 
Sth of March last, which first appeared, I believe, in the Fayetteville 
Observer, and subsequently in several other papers, in which the 
writer, after having mentioned his visit to General Jackson, thus 
proceeds: "He, (General Jackson,) told me this morning, before all 
his company, in reply to a question I put to him, concerning the 
election of J. Q. Adams to the Presidency, that Mr. Clay's friends 
made a proposition to his friends that if they would promise, /or Mm^ 
not to put Mr. Adams into the seat of Secretary of State, Clay and 
his friends would, in one haur^ make him, Jackson, the Presidents 
He most indignantly rejected the proposition, and declared he would 
Bot com promit himself, and unless must openly and fairly made the 
President he would not receive it. He declared that he said to theim 
he would see the whole earth sink under him, before he would bar- 
gain or intrigue for it.'* 

You ask me to inform you whether I know, or believe, that suck 
a proposition was ever made, or whether conditions of any sort were 
made by the friends of Mr. Clay, to any person, on a compliance of 
which their vote was made to depend ? I answer that no such pro- 
position was ever made, within my knowledge, nor have I any cause 
to believe that conditions, of any sort, were made, at any time, bf 
the friends of Mr. Clay to any person, on a compliance with which 
their vote was made to depend. I will further say, I cannot believe 
that General Jackson made the declarations attributed to him, la 
the letter purporting to have been written oy a " highly respectable 
Virginian.** 

I amy very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM.MLEAN.' 
T. WatkinSf Esq. Washington City. 



Canfieldy Trumbull County, Ohio^May 12, 1827. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of the 1st was received this morning. Tft 
answer to your enquiries, I reply, that I do not know or believe that 
any proposition was ever made by any of Mr. Clay's friends to those 
•f General Jackson*s, on the morning of the Presidential election, or 
at any other time, having any bearing; on the candidate to be select- 
ed from the three returned to the House, nor do I know or believe 
that any conditions of any sort were proposed by the friends of Mr. 
Clay to any pers.»n, on a compliance with which their vote was made 
to depend;" but I do believe that the assertion made by Cieneral Jack- 
son, as reported by ^*a highly respectable Virginian,** and all of the 
charges of a like character, imputing either to Mr. Adams or to Mr. 
Clay, or to their friends, any improper, inconsistent, corrupt, or 
fraudulent conduct, on that interesting and momentous •ccasioiii 
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are base slanders, kno\rn to be such by tliose who put them in cu> 
culation, yet very honestly accredited by many worthy citizens. My 
intercourse with the friends of Mr, Clay was such that, had any pro- 
position been made by them, I should have been very likely to have 
known of it. No man was ever elevated to an office by views more 
pure and patriotic than was Mr. Adams. The assertion imputed to 
General Jackson is ridiculous on the face of it. Admitting that 
Mr. Clay and his friends were oscillating, previous to the charges 
made against Mr. Clay, of which Mr. Kremer afterwards assumed to 
he the author, those charges must have separated them from (Tene* 
ral Jackson and his friends ; but, as between Mr. Adams and Gene- 
ral Jackson, neither Mr. Clay nor his friends doubted for a moment 
whom to support, and if it had been known on the day that Congress 
met that Mr. Clay would not be returned, and the vote had thea 
been taken, (considering Mr. Crawford's illness,) the result would 
have been the same as when the election was held. If Mr. Clay's 
friends were halting between two opinions, on the morning of the 
election, how happens it the charges of fraud, corruption, bar|;ain, 
and sale, were made ten days or a fortnight before that time? if 
General Jackson has any evidence in his possession to sustain his 
declaration, why does he withhold it from the public ? 

Very respectfully yours, 

E. WHITTLESEY. 
T. WatkinM, Esq. 

Mansfield, O. May 2iih, 1827. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of the 2nd instant was just received, giving 
a statement of the contents of a letter said to have been written by a 
highly respectable Virginian, relative to a statement said to have 
been made by General Jackson, on the subject of the late Presi- 
dential Election. 

Before I proceed, injustice to the General, I will say that I do not 
believe that he ever made the declaration alluded to by the writer of 
said letter, for the General was there when the Election took place^ 
and must inevitably have known that such a statement would carry 
falsehood on the very face of it. It was well known that some of 
the friends of Mr. Clay, from Ohio, would not, in any event, give 
their support to Gen. Jackson, because Mr. Adams was their second 
choice, and believed to be the second choice of a majority of the 
people of this State ; and further. General Jackson must know that 
two weeks previous to the election, Mr. Clay and his friends were 
assailed in a vulgar and ungentlemanly manner, for declaring their 
intention to vote for the present Executive ; yet this proposition is 
said to have been made to the friends of General Jackson, that on 
certain conditions, *' the General should be President in one hour,'* 
which, if true, must have been made only one hour before the Can- 
Tass took place in the House. This statement of itself needs no refu- 
tation except for the respectable source from which itv^ ^<^^\!e^\cv%^ 
emanated. I was in the House, I beWeNe, ^n^t^^ ^v^ ^\ 'Ccc^ ^wsvw^ 
mt which the President was elected \ wk t^vi^u^ v^%\\».>AM^^a.'K^^^ 
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inj^, that so far from making^ any proposition, or overture, were the 
friends of Mr. Clay, in favor of the General, that had the friends of 
the Gojieral made such a proposition, we would have considered it 
as an indignity offered to our integrity and understanding. I CfMild 
not have votecl for the General, in any event, for many reasons — two 
of which I will mention : First, I believed him far inferior to all the 
other Candidates in point of talents : Second. I had doubted his being 
a real friend to the Tariff to protect the manufactures of our owo 
country. I will also mention that I had entertained doubts of his 
beinpj friendly to internal improvement under the direction of the 
General Government. Three opinions have been, within the pre- 
sent year, verified by declarations, and the course pursued by the 
General's leadin.i>^ friends, and his silence on the subject, after being 
solicited to come out. 

I am. dear Sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 

T. IVatkins, Esqr. M. HARTLEY. 



5^ Comsville, May 9th, 1827. 

Sir: Yours of the 1st instant was received the 7th, and in answer 
to your inquiry I frankly state to you that if any such propositioii 
as you stale, was made by the frietids of Clay to those of Gen. Jack- 
son, I had no knowledgje oi it ; and 1 was one of the friends of Clay : 
I therefore believe the report to be without an honest foundation. 

Respectfully yours, &c. 

T. Watkins, Esqr. JOHN PATTERSON". 



Mount sterlings (Ken,) August 12, 1827. 

Sir: I have been constantly from home for some weeks past, and 
hnve not had leisure until this morning to answer your letter, re- 
tjuesting me to stale what I kno^^ and believe about the charges made 
against VI i*. Clay arid Mr. .Adams, by Gen. Jackson and his friends. 

The letter you refer to, dated Nashville^ and said to be first pub- 
lished in the '*• Fayt tteville Observer,*' was read by me some time 
since, \r\ some of my newspapers, and thrown aside. I have search- 
ed for it, but cannot find it. The letter — General Jackson to Carter 
Beverly, dated Hermitage, June 6th, 1827, is before me, and I shall 
refer to it in my reply to you, under a belief that it contains the 
substance of the accusations made by Beverly in his Nashville letter. 
I do not know of mv own knowledge, nor have I been informed by 
others, that offers, propositions, or (vertures, such as are spoken of 
by General Jackson in his Utter to Beverly, or similar thereto, or of 
iiny kind whatever, were made by Mr. Adams or his friends to Mr. 
day or his friends ; or by Mr. Clay or his friends, to General Jack- 
son or his friends. I do not know, nor do I believe that Mr. Adams 
or his friends made overtures or offers, directly or indirectly, to 
r- Mr. (Uay or his friends to make him Secretary of State, if he and 
% iii:i i'rivtids ivouid utiie in aid of the eVecUou of Mr. Adams; nor 
^o I kijowy or bciievef that any pledge or ]^roin\&e ol ^j^J V^xA^H^^Jl 



39 

made by Mr. Adams or his friends, to Mr. Clay or his friends, to 
procure his aid in the election. 

I never heard from Mr. Clay, or any of his friends, or any one 
else, that he was willing^ to vote for General Jackson, if the General 
ivould say, or any of his friends for him, that VIr. Adams should not 
be continued Secretary of State ; nor do I know or believe that Mr. 
Clay ever expressed a willingness, or any of his friends for him, to 
support or vote for General Jackson, if he could obtain the ofHce of 
Secretary of State under him. 

I do not know, nor do I believe, that any overtures, or offers of any 
kind, were made by Mr. Clay or his friends, to Mr. Adams or his 
friends, to vote for him or support him, if he would make Mr. Clay 
Secretary of State ; or to (ieneral Jackson or his friends, to vote for 
him or support hin», if he could obtain the office of Secretary of State 
under him ; nor do I believe that Mr. Clay would have taken office 
under him if he had been electfd- 

I cannot believe the statement made to General Jacksont nor 
ilo I believe that Mr. Clay made, or authorized any of his friends 
to make, overtures to him» directly or indirectly, because I know 
that Mr. Clay intended to vote agamst him. I know Mr. Clay 
had determined to vote for Mr. Adams as early as October 1824, if 
the election should devolve upon the Flouse of Representatives in 
Congress, with his own name excluded from the list. In this 1 can- 
not be mistaken, because he told me so expressly. He may have 
forgotten what he said to me, bnt the substance of the conversation 
is fresh in memory with myself, at d I will endeavor to deiail such 
portions of it, as will evince his prepossessions in favor of Mr. Adams, 
as well as his fixed intention to vote for him. 

Mr. Adams, we all know, was elected on the 0th of February, 1825. 
The prevailing opinion, you will recollect, as early as January 1824, 
if not earlier was, that none of the candidates would obtain a majo- 
rity of the whole numlier of electoral votes, i'2Gl,) and it was expect- 
ed as a matter of course, that the eventual election would devolve 
upon the House of Representatives: The friends of Mr. Clay believ- 
ed xhat he wouW go before the House as one of the three highest on 
the list of candidates; but this was not certain, and on the contrary 
it was reasonable to suppose that he might fail. In looking foi ward 
to a failure on his part, and to the possible events and consequences 
which might follow, I was frequently bn ught to consider which of 
the other three candidates ought to be preferred asaChief Maj^^istratc 
•f the nation. It is enough to say^ without dwelling upon matters 
concerning myself, that I concluded as early as February 1824, to 
vote for Mr. Adams as a second choice in the event of Mr. Clav's 
exclusion fiom the House ; subject at all times to a change »f opinion 
for such reasons as ought to influence the judgment of a public 
agent, desirous of discharging his public trusts faithfully and ho- 
nestly ; and intending at the proper season to consult fully and freely 
with the rest of my colleagues; holding myself at liberty all along to 
consider the claims of Mr. Crawford, if his health should be restor- 
ed, which, however, 1 thought improbable, if not Ita^^^sAkAs.* Vx^^a^ 
happened, that the honorable Ro\^ttV'Vv\vsv\AeN \\v^\w ^^NiA^^ ^ ^-^ 
Federal Court f#r the Di»tficx o? TL^tiX.\kcV^^ ^\A w^^ ^^^ %\^^ftfc^^ 





licBS of the Supreme Court of the United Stales, came to theCitf 
of VVa-.hiiijj:ioti, in the nionlh of February 1824, and I well rememliep 

il wiih I'im freely up»n ilie subject of tlie eirction. I i 
infornied him nf my preference for Mr. Adams as a second choice^ 
and explained to him the principles and views of policy which would 
govern me in making the selection I gave him my opinion of Mr. 
Adams as a statesman, and probably went so far as to mention some 
of my objections to General Jaclison. The reiollections of Judge 
Trimble on the subject have been asked for, and if received in time 
shall be end sed. 

fliy preference t» Mr. Adams was atrengthcned by the occurrences 
of the session ending in May li)24. It was manifest to me from 
what 1 saw and heard, that the bitterness of opposition to measures 
in favor of ai^riculiure, internal improvem''nts, and domestic manu- 
factures had increased, and w»s increasing in the South, and I wa& j 
3atis(i>'d Chat the American System of policy, including our WestcnL \ 
interests in it, could not be sustained in din^resa, without the Co- < 
operation of members in favor of the System from the F.ttstem Stares, 
as well as frum the Middle and the Western States, 1 concluded, and 
rightly too I think, as time will show, ihat the best, if not the only 
way to ensure the success of the American System, and sustain our 
Western interests in it, would be Bo elect Mr, Adams, if Mr. Clay 
Bhould be defeattd. 

In this stale of mtn.i I met with Mr. Clay at Frankfort, in Kentuc- 
ky, about the 6r»i of October, 1 82=1. ll was my impression at the 
time, from the news of the dav, and other sources of information, 
that Mr. Crawford would get some sisly or seventy electoral votes, 
and that Mr. Clay wnuld be left onl of the House. We conversed 
for some time about the election ; and in the course of conversa- 
tion, after speaking freely to him about his own chances and pro*- .' 
pects, I asked him which of ihe other candidates he would vote for n 
in the event of a failure on his par! : He said, that ilie eiieni supposed , 
Tvould place him in a delicate altitude befoie the House and natii 
that, a choice among his competitors under any aspect of it, wo 
be painful and embarrassing : That from recent infoniiation. the re- j 
storation of Mr. Crawford's health was entirely hopeless, and that -J 
he could not consistently with his principles vote for Gen. JacksoB S 
under any possible circumstances. 1 gave it as ray opinion, that Ge- J 
neral Jackson was not qualified to iill the station, and discharge its,/ 
inullifarious and complicated duties, foreign and domestic: To this ' 
agreed, and added, that the impartial wor<d woiild probably consider 
Mr.Adams better quulified than eitlier Jackson, Crawford, or himself J 
That at all events, (f'rawlbrd aside.) the difference in point of qua,- 
licai'ion wns so clear and pijvious in favor nf Adams, ihat his mo- 
tives might be questioned by impartial men, if he should vole for 
Jackson; and that he would be unable to defend the vote, because 
in his own judgment it would afford just ground of censure. 
- He made several objections to General Jackson, and in the course 
ef his remarks, expressed himself decidedly hostile to the selection 
of military men lo at/ininister the civil government of free nations. 
^»^ation, he said, lia.d ever done il with impumt^ ■. 'tbe 'waxnuM^ 
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of history were afr^inst it : He considered it a had example^ and n 
dangferous experiment, and declared that he would not q^ive it the 
sa:>ction of a precedent in our govt rn men t by any act of his. He 
turned the conversation to the Seminole war, and to theoccurrencea 
connected with it— referred particularly to the constitutional princi- 
ples which were brou;»ht forward and supported by himself and Mr. 
Lowndes and others in the course of the debate upon that subjecti 
and declared that he could not consent to place Oeneral Jack»i>i< at 
the head of the nation, after seeing him tramy^le upon the Constitu- 
tion, and violate the rights of humanity, as he had done at the head 
of the army, in the progress of that war. 

I made some reference to the supposed difference of opinion be- 
tween himself and Mr. Adims about the Treaty of Ghent. He said 
in reply, that it had been greatly magnified by the friends of his 
eompeiitor« for electioneering purposes— that it ought to have no iif- 
fluence in the vote which he might be called upnn to give— that if 
he was weak enough to allow his personal feelings to influence hiK 
public conduct, there would be no change in his mind < n that ac- 
count, because he was then upon much worse terms with Gen. Jack- 
son about the Semino'e war, than he cmld ever be with Mr. Adams 
about the Treaty of Ghent — but that in the selection of a Chief Magis- 
trate for the union he would endeavor to drsregai'd all private feelings, 
and look entirely to the interests of the country, and the safety of 
its institutions. 

He spoke at large upon the subjects of agriculttire, internal ini- 
provements, and domestic manufactures— siiid, that he was pledged 
to the nation in support of the American System of policy, and of 
all measures favorable to it— that his own election had t>een advocat- 
ed by his friends in part upon thrtt ground, and that he would consi- 
der it a duty to himself and friends to strengthen the great cause im 
which they were all engaged, as much as possible. In this respeot 
be was satisfied, he said, that Mr. Adams was the best choice, and 
that if there was no other ground of preference, he wotild feel him- 
self bound on that account to vote for him. 

I do not remember whether I informed Mr. Clay of itiy own pre- 
ference for Mr. Adams at that time or not, but am inclitted to think 
I did not, and I am satisfied that I had not done so on any previous 
occasion. It is known to mc that Mr. Clay had a similar conversa- 
tion about the same period, with a citizen of Kentucky-^wbo stands 
as high as any man in it — to whom he made known his intention to 
vote for Mr. Adams* and gave various reasons why he would do so, 
declaring at the same time, that he would not vote for Gen. Jackson 
in any possible event. The reasons given by him to the gentleman 
alluded to, so far as they have been detailed to me, are similar to 
those which he assigned to me in favor of his preference for Adams. 
I am not authorized to name the person alluded to, but have no doubt 
that he would willingly furnish a statement of the conversation which. 
Mr. Clay held with him, if it should be considered necessary or ma- 
terial. 

I should have thought strange of \tyW^t,C\^^ \i^^n^\r^^«^^^' 
Jackson after saying in hat he did oi toiVVvarf tcyeis «dA. xk^vxss^ ""' 
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le&ee and rasliiifssvin the debate upon the Semisole war; and still 
more stiange after declaring; — as he has often done in my hearing- 
ill the most solemn manner, that the Constitution had been trampled 
down and violated by the lawless arm of military power in that war; 
and stranger still, after advancing the opinions and principles, and 
jipivingthe votes which he did on that occasion; but, I should have 
l»een astonished beyond measure if he had supported Gen. Jackson 
lor tlie Presidency, after uhat he said to me at Frankfort on the sub^ 
ject. A vote, so much at war with his principles and inclinations^ 
and so entirely contrary to his better judgment, and his known avow- 
ed intentions would have left me in amazement, and I am bold to 
•ay, that I should have turned my back upon him and voted for 
Adams, even if I had been in a minority of the delegation froip the 
State. I say, that I would have turned my back upon him« and I 
would certainly have done so, because, knowing what I did, I 
should have been compelled to doubt the integrity of his character, 
and the soundness afhis political principles If he had voted for Jack- 
son and taken office under him, my amazement would have had no limits. 
A change of principles and preference so sudden and singular, and 
80 inconsistent with his previous character and conduct, could not 
have been explained upon the ordinary approveable motives of hu- 
man action ; and 1 should have been driven to suspect the existence 
of extraordinary seducements, and censurable compliances. Voting 
as he has done, I still consider him — as I always did — an able, inde- 
pendent, fearless statesman ; nncorrupted, and incorruplable. 

I am satisfied in my own mind, that the imputations of corruptioa 
made against Mr. Clay and Mr. Adams by their enemies, are entire- 
ly groundless. Speaking for myself, I am bound to say in justice to 
both of them, that I have no knowledge of any fact or circumstance 
connected with them, or either of them, directly or indirectly, which 
throws a shade of doubt upon the fairness of their conduct in the 
election. 

Some day* after the election, Mr. Adams made an offer of the De- 
partment of State to Mr. Clay, and requested a conference with him. 
The course pursued by Mr. Clay from that time until he concluded to 
accept the V^fiic<^-, forbids the belief that he had any previous assuran- 
ces from Mn. Adams, or that there was any previous understanding 
between them on the subject. 

With asfiurances of regard^ I am. Sir} yours very respectfully, 

. DAVID TRIMBLE. 

Tobias ifiiiikinSf Esq. 

Part*, (Ken.) Avgust 13, 1827. 

Dsiia Sir: In consequence of ray absence from home, I did not 
receive your letter of the 8th July, until after my return from the 
Court at Columbus, Ohio, on Monday evening, the 9th inst. 

You request me to state the substance of a conversation which toolc 
jplace between us at the City of Washington, in February or March, 
M824, after halving visited Mr. Crawford togethery ia relatiaa t% the 
iAea next Preaid§utM electian. 
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The occasion has passed over in which a statement of thateonyet^i^ 
sation wouid have been of any direct service to you ; yet, as it may 
be some satisfaction to you to knovtr what my recollection is of the 
conversation alluded to, I will state it. 

While in the City, in Februarv and March, 1824, 1 visited Mr. 
Crawford several times. I recollect, perfectly, that, on one occasion^ 
you and I went together to pay him a visit of respect, as we both en- 
tertained for liim a very high regard. In going to, and returning 
from, Mr. Crawford's we conversed freely about his health, and oa 
the subject of the approaching Presidential election ; and I have a 
distinct recollection of what passed, after leaving him, on our way to 
our lodgings, at Brown's. You asked me what I thought of Mr. Craw- 
ford's health, and of the probability of its restoration, so as to ena- 
ble him to discharge the duties of President I answered, that my 
opinion was decisively against the probability of his recovery, so as 
to be able to undergo the labors, and discharge the duties of the of- 
fice; and that I thought bis restoration so as to justify his election, 
might be considered hopeless. I added my conviction that he covld 
cot recover, and that his life wouid be endangered^ until he quit his 
present office, and left the city with all its cares and troubles behind 
him. You expressed your entire concurrence ; and remarked, ^at 
you had wished to know whether my deliberate views of his condi- 
tion corresponded with those you had previously formed. The con- 
versation turned upon the probdblity of the election of President 
coming, ultimntely, before the House of Representatives.^ We con- 
curred in opinion, that, from the number of candidates, it was im- 
probable any one would have a majority of the Electoral votes; and 
that if \Ir. Crawfoid's friends conti med to entertain hopesof his re- 
covery, and to press his claims to the Presidency, it was doubtful 
whether he or Mr. Clay would be left out of the House. You ex- 
pressed the opinion that, (Cluy a^ide,) Mr. Adams was the safest and 
best choice, and that the friends of agriculture, internal improve- 
ments, and domestic manufactures, ought to unite upon him in tho 
event of Mr. Clay's exclusion from the House. You remarked, that 
you had once entertained some prejudices against Mr. Adams as a 
statesman, but that the more you had seen of him as a statesman the 
more you had been coiuinced, thc-se prepossessions were not well- 
founded. You alluded to the tariff bill of 1824, then under discus- 
sion in Congress; expressed your determination to support it as a 
system of protection to domestic manufactures; and said, if you 
should have to vote, as a member of the House of Representatives in 
the election of President, you would vote for the man who, and 
whose frit nds you shouid think most favorable to what you called 
the American System. You said that Mr. Clay had been the great 
champion of that system; that if we lost him, you thought Mr, 
Adams and his friends, next n.ost favorable to it; that you could 
Tiot, and would not vote for any man who, and whose friends, yoa 
believed to be united in opposition to it; that some of iVIr. Adams' 
friends were opposed to it, but many of them in favor of it^ and 
that you believed his opinions were t'avov^ViV^ Vi \X\^ v^^Nae^^* ^'^^ 
DiarkeJ, th^t it was, perhaps, too ewVj \.o xsw^^ >»«> ^ ^"^ 
opinion, in thc^ event «f ihc elecu©ti oomYU^ Vcix.^ ^^ck»^^'*''^^ 
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aentatives ;— that the views of men, and of parties, in reference i9 
these great national interests of agriculture, internal improvetnentSi 
and domestic manufactures, would probably be further developed be* 
fort the election. You answered, true; but that you had thought much 
.upon the system for their encouragement and protection ; that you 
had made up your opinion upon it; and you added, emphatically) 
*^ My creed is fixed as to the principles whioh must influence my de- 
cision." 

In other conversations with me at the City, I understood you at 
indicating similar views ; but in the particular conversation above 
detailed, you were more explicit than in any other ; and the very em- 
phatic manner in which you concluded your remarks, made a strong 
and lasting impression on my memory, and satisfied me, that in the 
events contem;>lated, you would vote for Mr. Adams, unless some- 
thing should transpire before the election, to change your opinion of 
him, in reference to your favorite system. 

With sentiments of sincere regard, your obedient servant) 

ROBERT TRIMBLE. 

Mr. David Trimble* 



Bowling Green y 23d May ^ 1827. 

Dear Sir : Yoars of the 2d instant is received, in which you call mj 
attention to the extract of a letter, said to be written by *^ a highly re- 
apectabie Virfi;iniHD," dated Nashville, 8th of March last, and which you 
recite as follows: '* He, [General Jackson,] told me this morning, be* 
fore all his company, in reply to a question 1 put to him, concerning the 
election of J. Q Adams to the Presidency, that Mr. Clay's friends made 
a proposition to his friends, that if they would promise, for him^ notto 
put Mr Adams into the seat of Secretary of State, Clay and his friendf 
woitld, in one hour, make him, Jackson, the President. He most indig- 
nantly rejected the proposition, and declared he would not compromit 
himself, and unless most openly and fairly made the President, he 
would not receive it. He declared that he said to them, he would see 
the earth sink under him, before he would bargain or intrigue for it.'' 

Previous to the receipt of yours, f had observed this extract in the 
papers. 1 viewed it as a sheer fabrication, another instance of the 
outpourings of that disappointed ambition, prejudice, and envious ma- 
lignity, which have been so bountifully bestov«ed on Mr. Clay and some 
ef his friends, for thela.^'t two years and a half; and such it seemed to 
me it ought to have been esteemed, so long as it rested alone on the aa- 
thority of an anonymous writer. For several reasons 1 do not think we 
ought to give credence to General Jackson's having made such a state- 
ment, without good proof of the fact. Viewing the publication in the 
light I have mentioned, I had not supposed any notice of it could be 
called for or expected. 

1 have no hesitation, however, in answering your inquiries. After 

reciting the above extract, you say to me, *' If such a proposition were 

e per made by the fr'ieuds of Mr. Clay to those of General Jackson, it 

Btust have been known to many persons, and vVieC^cX^lVv^tefoTe^ ma^f 

be ascertained. May 1 ask the favor ol you touifotm Ta% yj\\^\X!i^t -^^Wl 
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know •r believe any such proposition was ever ma^e ? Or ivhetlier 
eonditiorip, of anv sort, were ma<!e by 4he friend>« of Mr. Chiy to any 
person, on a conripliauce with which their vote was made to depend ?'* 

To (hefir*t branch of the inquiry. n)> answer is, that I have nokunw7 
ledtcf* of any such proposition, nor do I believe any such was ever made. 

To the s(»corid I answer, that 1 nfither know of, nor do i bebeve, 
tbiit any '* conditions, of any soft, were made by the friends of Mr. 
Clay to any person, on comphance with whic|i their vote was todepeod*^' 

Very respeclfuUy, your humble servant, 

FR. JOHNSON. 

T. Watkins, Esq. 

Mason County, Ky, IZth June, 1827. 

Dear Sir: Your letter ofthe 2nd of May last,a«ldressed to me at Carlisle, 
in this Statf, having been duly received by my family, and/handed to me 
on fny re' urn home a few days ago from the State of Mississippi, i hastea 
to jiive you the informatiou required. As to the letter whichis said to 
have been written by **a highly respectable Virginian,'* dated at Nash* 
▼ilie,on the 8lh day of last March, which tirst appeared in iheFa^ette- 
ville Observer, stating that he, the writer, had been told that morning 
by the General, before all his company^ that a proposition had been made 
by the fiiends of Mr. Clay to the fiiends of Jackson, that if they would 
promise /or /jf//i not to put Mr. Adams in the Seat of Secretary ofState^ 
Clay and his friends would in one hour make him. Jackson, Presidentj 
&c." I have, to state, that 1 never heard or thought of such a proposi« 
tion, until the letter of the '* highly respectable V^irginian'' appeared ia 
the Public Prints. Some time before the Presidential vote was given ia 
the House of Representatives, I well remember to have heard it stated 
by some one, that in the event of the election of General Ja« kson, Mr. 
Adams would most probably be withdrawn from the National Cabinetj 
and made Governor of M.issachusetts ; that it was not likely that ^e 
would accept an appointment u;ider the General if offered to him. Nei« 
ther before, nor since that election, have I interchanged a word with 
Mr. Adams re«*pecting it. But my opinion at that time was that if not 
elected, he would retire from the Cafiinet, as a matter of choice, and not 
mftiecessity. As one of the friends o( Mr. Clay, 1 enter the most solema 
protest against the right of the General, tiirough his organ, the ^* highly 
respectable V^irginian,*' or otherwise, t'j say that I would have assisted 
in making him President on the conditions stated On the contrary, if I 
eould have been made to believe that General Jackson would ^not h >v4' 
^ered to Mr. Adain<. the place which he had tilled with so much ability 
tinder Mr. Monroe, that belief would have constituted in my mind a 
strong additional objection to the GeneraPs success. I should {hea 
have taken it for granted, that it was the intention of the General to 
surround himself with that class or party of politicians with whom he 
had in a great degree become identified, and between whom and myself 
there existed such a radical difference of opinion \tk xA-^jCvNTi \si ^^^ 
great leading question of national poV\c^ . \ AW\^ Xo ^^ aTTlv>^^'^^ '^'^Li 
^r^ana ami internal tmproDement parties. \^ W \% vqX^^^«5^ V^ ^^^^J 
the b$lMihi^t Mr. aaf/'9friendi were AwT^^^^ ^>,^»^%^wu^2s«^^^^ 
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nent for kwi, to the exclusion of Mr, Adamsi or otherwise, under €FeB. 
Ja- k«i )0, I- one of his frienJs. I pronounce it a base uid an infamiius 
as* luh «ipon the notive;* and honor, so far a« I am concerned or believe, 
of those who did not choo-;e to support hitn for the Pre<»idency. 

In reply to your sr»cond inqiiry. I have to aay that, if conditions of 
any sort were ev**r made by the friend-j of Mr* Clay to any person, on a 
compliance with which their vote was made to deptmd, I knew nothing 
of ir. Bolieviuir that Mr. Clay would not have accepted an appointment 
unilnr the Gener iL 1 am at a loss to conj«cture where, or from whom 
the authority for making such propositions coutd have ' en derived. 
But if any individual, callmo: himself the friend of Mr Clay, did make 
pro!>os;d^ of such a character, why not name the man, ani let bioi state 
to th» public by wh fit authority he made them ? 

With great respect, I am, dear Sir, your obedieol •ervant, 

THOMAS METCALFE. 

T. fVatkins, Esqr, 4tth Jiud. Treoi, Department. 



Lancaster, Ky. 26th June^ 1827, 

Bear Sir : Yours of the 3d May, did not reach me until a day or 
two a^o. You inquire whether I know any thing in relation to the 
following statement, said to have been made bj **n iiighly respectabfe 
"Virginian :'* **He, General Jackson, told me this morning, before all 
his company, in reply to a question I put to him, ceocerning the elec- 
tion of J Q Adams to the Presidency, that Mr. Clay's fri»*nds made a 
propo«iition to his friends, that if they would promise for him^ not to put 
Mr. Adams into the seat of Secretary of State, Clay and bis friends 
would, in one hour, make him, Jackson, the President." 

1 know of no such proposition or intimation, nor have 1 a knowledge 
^f any fact or circumstance which would induce me to believe Mr. 
Clay's friends, or any one of them, ever made such a proposition to the 
friends of General Jackson. 

With great respect, yoi^^jobedient servant, 

R. P. LETCHER. 
T. Watkinsy Esq. 

Greensburgh, Ky May 26, 1 827, 

Dear Sir : Having been absent from home, for some time, yours of 
the 2d of this month wjs not received until a day or two since. Y<>« 
mention a letter, said to have Heen written by "a highly respectable. 
Virginian," dated at Nashville, Rth of VI arch last, which iirst appeared 
in the Fayette Obs rvei, in which Genera) Jacknon is represented 
as bavins: ^^^id, before all his company, in reply to a question put to hiosi 
by the Virginian, concerning the election of J. Q. Adams to the Presi- 
dency, -hHt Mr. Clay's friends n[>ide a proposition to his friends, that if 
thev would promise, /or /rim, nof to put Vlr Adams into the seat of tb^ 
SffcretHry of ^htte, ilny and his frieudu would^ia one hour, naj^e liiai» 
^acksoD, the Fresidcat.** 
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In answer to your inquiries on this euhject, I wiTI remark, that ! have 
no reason to Relieve Jhrit an}' !>ucl; proposition was made. Indeed no 
proposition, of any description, relating to the election of President, 
was made, so far as I know or believe, by iWr, Clay's friends to those of 
General Jackson, or of any other person. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

KiCHAKD A. BUCKNER. 
^ T. WaikinSy Esq^ 

Yellow Banks ^ \^ih June, 1827. 

Dear Sra : I did not answer your letter of the 2d May last, and the 
apology I offer I expected General Jjickson would have contradicted the 
report of the conversation he had with the *' respectulle Vir^irnan,^* 
or tl'.at he would have designated the fritnd of Mr C lay who made 
the proposition to make hio) President, if he would not make Mr^ 
Adan»« Secretary. 

If 1 had not have been disappointed in my expectations, an answer 
from me would hnve been unnecessary. 

General Jackson remains silent, nnd the only inference to be drawn 
is that he did have the conversation alluded to with the Virginian. 

I now answer your inquiry, and say I knoiv of no proposition made 
by the friends of Mr. Clay to the friends of General Jack>«n to make 
bim President if he would not select Mr. Ada s to the sent of Secrefury, 
an*^ I do not believe a proposition of any kind was made, and 1 expect 
if the friend of the General should ever Kpeak on this subject, he will 
be a second iCremer. 

Yours, with respect, 

P. THOMPSON. 

T. Watkins, Esq. 

, Baton Rouge, July 17, 1827. 

Drar Sir : In answer to your letter of the 1st of May, in which 
you inquire whether I know or believe that the friends of Mr. Clay 
during the pendency of the last Presidential Election, proposed to the 
friends of Gen Jackson to make him the President upon condiiion 
that he would not continue Mr. Adams Secretary of State, I repiy, 
that I have no knowledge of any propositions having been made by 
the friends of Mr. Clay, or any of them, to the friends ol General 
Jackson^ or to any other person, in relation to the election of P esi- 
dent; or the proposition of conditions of any sort, on a compliance 
with which th« ir vote was made to depend ; I believe the charge 
whoily destitute of truth. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. GURLEY. 

Boctor T. Watkins. ' * .' i 

. > *■ 

St, Martinsville, Aiiathapas, fji* Ath Jtme, 1827. 
Drar Sir : I had seen the letltr ^ovi ^>\\i^^^ v^vcv'C^^ Xn^^^nk. 
f rints b§torel received yotira ©i vh^ \\iX. >^vi* ^ «wflB»v ^-ic^x^^^^ 
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indij^^nant feelings it excited. It is the fabrication of a desperate 
roan, who, to obtain his object, dares to assert what he knows to be 
false. You ask me to say, whether I '* know or believe that such a 
prop(«sition was ever made, or whether conditions of any sort were 
proposed by the friends of Mr Clay to any one, on the comphance 
of which their vote W/.s made to depend." No honorable man can 
believe for a moment that such a prop«)sition was ever made, or such 
a condition stipulated. I was a friend of >lr. (Uuy's throughout 
the contest ; I was in the confidence of all liis friends, and 1 d'^cUre 
to (lod that I never heard of such thing, until it was asserted by the 
disappointc*d adherents of Gen. Jackson. I am not only iiL^norant of 
any such arrangements, but do not believe they ever existed. I knoMT 
fult wvll, that at the time the charge was made by General Jackson 
or his friendsf that no person with w^iom I conversed believed 
Mr. Clay had acted improperly, except the adherents of General 
Jackson, who, I shall always believe, felt angry at Mr. C ay and his 
friends for having too much firmness m the first instance to be acted 
"upon by their violence ; and in the second instance, too much inte- 
grity and love of Country to yield to a faction headed by a Military 
Chief, without ♦alents, and whose life is a history of imm rality, 
bloodshed, and violation of the laws of God and of his Country. I 
well recollect that the high-minded and honorable friends uf Mr. 
Crawford, amongst whom I name the Hon. Mr. Forsyth of<ieorgia, 
the Hon. Mr. Stevenson of Virginia, the Hon. Mr. Williams, 
Saunders* Edwards of North Carolina, and others whom 1 coald 
name, and amongst them the Hon Sara. Smith of Maiyland, in fre- 
quent conversations with nie, repelled such charges, as the efiusions 
•f disappointed men, and appruved uf the choice made by the f» lends 
of Mr. Clay, in preference to (ieneral Jackson. I regret now to 
see these gentlemen, all except Mr. Williams, acting against 
their then opinions. I regret it the ntore, for I entertain for each of 
them the highest esteem, nor can I believe that they will persist in 
a course which will end in their support of < general Jackson. I am 
sot astonished at their opposing the Administration, as it is friendly 
to** Internal Improvements and Domestic M an u Pictures," but 1 can 
never believe that they will give a pref* rence to a man like Gen. 
Jackson over our present Chief Magistrate. 

i think the fiends of vip. Clay ou^ht to contradict the base un- 
foundt'd ci arge : as one, I am determined that such an accusaiioK 
•hall not rest upon me If (ieneral Jackson d<'es not establish his 
assertion, (which he cannot), he ought to stand for(h to the worid, as 
a piMven base calumniator, as unworthy of public or private confi- 
dence, and avoided by every man who has a respect for virtue an4 
for honor. 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. BRENT. 

JR. 5. You may use this letter as you think proper. I shall be at 
Waftbington about I5ih July, when I will see you* 
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St, Genevieve^ Missouri^ August 2«(l, 182?.- 

Bear Sir: I saw some lime since, in the Public Prints, a letter 
&aicl to have been wiitirn from Nashville, by a highly respectable 
Virgitiian. detailing; a conversution held by him with Gen. Jaikson 
in relation to the last Presidential Election. 1 have since seen and 
perused a letter of (ieneral Jackson hiinbelf to Mr. Carter Beyerly, 
of the 6ih of Junt», on the same subject. I was one of the open and 
avowed fi lends of :Av. ('lay, in the last Presidential contest, and 
held one ot the twenty-four voles on that important occasion-. So 
far, the »e fore, as I a..» implicated m the communication of^ie Vir- 
ginian, and the leuer of (ieneral Jai^kson, I deem it m^lpiuty im 
make the following; statement, and place it in the hands of some 
gentleman at the seat of tiovcrnmeni to be used at discretion. 

1. Neither Mr. Adams, nor his friends ever made any promises 
or overtures to me, nor did they hold out to me any inducements of 
any sort, kind, or character whatever, to procure me to vole for 
Mr. Adams. Nor did Mr. Adanis, or any of his friends, ever say or 
insinuate who wcuid be placed at the head of the Department of 
Stale, or any other Department, in the event that Mr. Adams 
should be elected ; nor do 1 believe any propositions were made 
to -vlr. Clay or his friends by Mr. Adams or his friends : — if there 
were. I know it not. 

2. 1 was frequently with Mr. Crawford, but he never hinted at the 
Presidential Election. The fiieids of Mr. Crawford, including 
Th« mis H. Benton, T. W. Cobb, Jesse B. Thomas, Lewis McLan^^ 
Mr. Van Buren, and others, did press me to vole for Mr. Crawford, 
which, (havinj*^ lost Vlr. Clay,) 1 readily admit, I was inclined to do 
had his health been good, and would my vote have availed him.t 
They urged, however, n«j reasons otier than the promotion of virtue, 
talents, --ind integrity ; nor did I understand his friends as acting by 
the aulhoiily or consent of Mr. Crawford. 

3 Tiie friends of Gen. Jackson, (including Thomas H. Benton, 
after he had abandoned Mr. Crawford,) did urge me in the most 
impetuous manner lo vote for Gen. Jackson, but I did not understand 
them as doing so by the advice or consent of Gen. Jackson, though 
they frequently said he would do j<reat things for the west if elected, 
that he was a man of strong gratitude, and would go the whole for 
his friends and against his enemies. 

4. I never exchanged one syllable with Gen. Jackson in person 
en the subject of the Presidential Election, neither before or after the 
Election. 1 never made to (ieneral Jackson, or to any of his friends, 
any proposition in reference to the Presidential Election, either as 
regarded the appointment o,f Mr. (^lay, or any other person, to office, 
er the exclusion of Mr. Adams or any other person from office. I was 
never spoken to by Mr. Clay or any of his friends about making 
any proposition to (General Jackson or his friends of any kind 
whatsoever ; nor did 1 ever hear it insinuated or hinted that any 
proposition was made or intended lo be made by Mr. Clay, or his 
friends, to (ieneral Jackson or his frienos, A to any other can- 
didate or their friends, for or relating to the Presidency i and I do 
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ftelieve bad atiy propesition been made, or 'intended to have been 
made by Mr. Clay, or his friends, from my iriiirnacy and constant 
intercourse with them, I should have knf.wn or heard thereof. 

5. I never consulted or advised with any one how I should vote, 
• except with the two Senators from my own State, and with Mr. Clay 
whose advice I voluntarily solicited. The answer of Mr. Clay to 
sne when I requested his opinion and advice was substantially this: 
That I personally knew all the Candidates well, that he would give 
no opinion that might go to the prejudice of any Candidate, or ope- 
rate to influence any Elector; that all he would say was that I ougbt 
not to tajkhasty and commit myself, but wait till the last moment for 
advicesTi'om my State, to the Legislature of which, then in sessioni 
I had applied for information on the subject of the Election. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your o'laHient servant, 

JOHN SCOTT. 

Doctor T. Watkins, Esqr. 

(B.) 

Frankfort, September 3d 1827. 

My Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 23(1 of July last, 
and cannol hesitate to give you the statement you have requested. 
Some time in the fall of 1824, conversing upon the subject of [the] then 
pending presidential election, and speaking in reference to your exclu- 
sion from the contest, and to your being called upon to decide and vote 
between the other candidates who might be returned to the Hous€ q(€ 
Representatives, you declared that ^ou could not, or that it wa^^ im[»os- 
sible for you to vote for General Jackson, in any event. Such, 1 think, 
nvas nearly the language used by you, and, I ah) satisfied, contains the 
substance of what you said My impression is, that this conversatiom 
took place at Captain Weisiger's tavern, in this town, not very long be- 
fore you went on to Congress, in the fall preceding the last presidential 
election; and that the declaration made by you, as above stated, was eli- 
cited by some mtimation that fell from me, of my preference fur General 
Jackson over all the other candidates except yoar*elf It was one of 
the many casual conversations we bad together upon the suhj* ct of that 
election, and various other subjects, and had entirely escaped from my 
mind, until my attention was particularh recalled to it after the election. 

I will only add, sir, that I have casually learned from my friend Col. 
James Davidson, our State Treasurer, (what you may probably have 
forgotten,) that you conversed with him about the same time upon the 
same subject, and made to him, in substance, the same declaration that 
you did to loe. 

Notwithstanding the reluctance I feel at having my humble name 
drawn before the public, 1 could not, injustice, refuse to give you the 
above statement of facts, with permission to use it as you may think 
proper for the purpose of your own vindication. 

1 |^av9tbe honor to be, yours, &c. 

^ J. J. CRITTENDEN: 

Ron* H* Clay, Secreti^ry of State. 



Frank/orl, SOth Oetoher. 1S37.1 
Sir; Puring a visit you made )o thi* plrtfe, in ihp fall of 1824, a^^ 
1 think, only h fevi d ly- pnor tn juor leHfinj; Kenliirkj to allend ihT 
Coiiiji'ess of the United ^i(ales, ymi and myself were in mnversatioo 
alioiil the ibea nendint: prrgidRiiliH) electionc in the coni^e of which I 
rem. irked. " Mr Cliiy, you will h^ive to encounter some difficulty in 
mtiktng a selection among'l the candidaiea. ehould you be excluded from 
the House." You replied, ■' I suppose not much ; in that event. 1 ndl 
endeavor to do my duty faithfully." 1 [hen observed. " I know yoa 
hiive objections to Genciiil Jiickson, and rumor Bay?, ,yoo have some 
to Mr Aditms. also — and the health of Mr. Crawfocd is said lo be verj 
piccuriou* : thesp are the reiisons which induced me lo Buppose there 
would be s'ime dilflctilty. Yuu. in rrply, reinttiked. '' I cannot con- 
oeive of any event ihcil can pns^ibly happen, whicii could induce me to 
support the election of General J-k.-'OU to the presidency : For, if I 
h'lJ no other objection, bis want of the necessary qurdificatioaa would 
be sutlicient." Your renmks made a ilnmg and Ustmg impression ob 
my mind ; and, wheu the resoluiioiis, instrticiing our Senators, and re- 
questing our Representatives, in Congress, to vote for Gen. Jackson, 
were under disc;ussiuD in tbp House of Keprerauiatives. I informed iie- 
veral of ray friends, that 1 had hud a converwitiou with you on Ibe sub- 
ject to which the reitoliltions referred, and that I whs convinced yom 
wnuld not support the General ; and to George Robertson, Esq. late 
fipUiiker of ibe House pf EiepreAeiitalives of ibe State, 1 gnve the sub- 
stance of your I'emarka to me, and he canciirred ivitb me in the opiniDB 
thai you could not. consi^lt^nlly, under any circnm^tances, vole for the 
General ; and when the resolutions, above mentioned, were before the 
Senate, (in which 1 then had the honor of a seat,) 1 opposed them, 
and amonf^t other views t then look, 1 slated to that body, " that iill the 
Fesoliitiona we coald paps durins the whole smsion, wouM ant induce 
jou loabandon what you conceived to be your duly, and thai I knew yon 
tconcor with the majority of the legislature on that subject." 
Yours, reapectfally, *■ 

JAMES DAVIDSON. ^M 
r. Clay, Eiq. ^M 

IVaihhglon, yovrmher n, 1827. 

Dear Sir : Iti answer tayoiir teller of the 2Gth, I have n* 
hesitation to slate th> purport of the several conversations that I 
bad with you in relaiioD to the Presidential election during the 
scission of 1824—5. 

I met you, for the first time on jour return to Washington, \a 
December iS-14, on the Saturday or Sunday evening previous to 
the meeting of Congress, and at that time we had a long and free 
cnnveraation on the npproaching election. I said to jou, it was 
■till uncertain whether you or Mr. Crawford would be returned t» 
the House of Representatives, but, from the iDformatioti 1 had, I 
believed that you would receive the vote of Louisiana, and be re*- 
tHrnsd as the third candidate^ 
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T depressed to jou some solicitude about tte election, and the 
hope thiit we sho*ild pass qiiiedy throuj^h if ; I said that I appre- 
hended a pr'>tr.iCted strut^i^lj*: lliat while thr(»e candidates remain- 
ed before the House, it would be ditHcult for either* to obtain a 
majoritj. That the excitenmnt which the conter^l naturally pro- 
duced would dai^y increase, that the parlies would become obttti- 
nate, that the people might be dissatisfied, and that some a^^itatioa 
might be produced. Thai for the character, as well as the tranquil* 
lity ofthe country, it was desirable that we should pass throuyh it 
safely. — You replied, that you would nut permit the cotnitry to 
be disturbed a day on your account, that you would not allow your 
name to interfere with th* prornpt decision of the question by the 
House. 1 said, if it becomes necessary the country has a right 
to expect, and will expect tliat of you. 

You informed me you had seen Mr, Crawford, that you had 
been shocked with his appearance, that notwithstanding all you 
had heard, you had no idea of his achjal condition. And, after 
expressing the symparhy which his misfortunes excited, you said 
he was incapable of performitig the duties of the Executne, and 
it was out of the question to think of making him President. 

I remarked to you, that in all probabihty. the C(»nte8t would b*' fi- 
nally reduced to Mr. Adams and Gen Jackson, and the conversation 
turned upon their comparative merit and quahtications, and a loig 
discussion ensued ; you drew a parallel between them, in a man- 
mer 1 thought very j<ist and respectt'ul to both. You concluded 
by expressiiii; a preference for Mr. Adams, which turned princi- 
pally on his talents and experience in civil alTairs. I alluded to your 
critical position between the two parties, and the great personal 
responsibility under which you would act. You said it was true, 
but it could not be avoided, it was a duty imposed by your situa- 
• tion, that you would meet it as any other public duty. 

I intimated to you, that in the present stage, it would be im- 
proper to make known your sentiments, that there w«^Te strong 
motives for your not taki'ig an active part in the contest. I sug- 
gested the relation in which you stood to the House, to the par- 
ties, and to the country, and said that great influence would be 
attributed to your opinion, that all parties would look to your 
course with interest, and that you would act under great respnn- 
Bijbililj;, I thought there was no necessity for increasing the diffi- 
cult^ of your situation, by taking a part in the election, and that 
it would be better to let it take its course. I left you under the 
impression that you concurred in these views. 

I saw you again on the return of the votes from Louisiana, by 

which it was a<)certained that you were excluded from the House. 

I then took the liberty of repeating to you all that I had betore said 

io regard to the course ydu ought to pursue. I urged the coo- 

slderatioa of yoar b^iug the presiding olilicei^ o? V.\itiV\^>x^^^ v*Vi^\^ 




uew quCBtioDS mij^ht arise during tiie cleclion, and such ether n 
fleclioiiE aa occurred to me. You said yaa were aware of thi 
danger, as well as Ihe tlclicacy of your posilioM, and that you 
would leave your frienils peifeclly at liberly lo exercise llieirown 
jiidgmenls. I will-add that no ioilance came wilhiii my kuow- 
leilge ill which jou deviated from this course. My opinion was, 
and slill is, that you behaved witli the greatest propriety, in the ^M 
situation in which yoa were placed. ^^M 

1 conversed with you in a walk to the Capitol on the instruc-^H 
tione of the Legislature of Kentucky. You still expressed your ^B 
determination to vote for Mr. Adams, You said the Legislature 
had no right to direct you in (be discharge of your duty; (hat 
you had received no instructions to vote for Gen. Jackiou from 
your own district, that the instructions and letters you had re- 
ceived, directed you to pay no attention to the Legiala(ive instruc- 
tiotis, but to act upon your otvn judgment and do the best for [he 
country. You said you were not only free (o choose, but you 
were under a great personal responsibility. That you would ac- 
quit yourself in the discharge of this duly, by making the best 
choice under all circumstances. That you believed Mr. Adams 
was the ablest and safest man, aud you would act under that con- ^^ 

I called on you on the morning of the publication of your card.^^f 
You said that I would now see that th(! delicacy you had observeff^H 
had procured no respect or forbearance towards yOu ; you spoke 
wi(h some indignation at the means which had been employed, as 
well as (he motives of those by whom you were assailed. Yoa 
spoke of anonymous letters full of abuse and menace, letters writ- 
ten at Washington, to be published at different places, and of the 
letter which had been noticed in your Card, &.c- I observed, you 
must expect all this. — You must have foreseen (bat at some time 
the storm would burst on your head, — You must prepare to meet 
it (irmly, and bear it patiently. A public man must rely upon the 
weight of his character, and the justice of his Country, and I ad- 
ded that i still believed the course you had pursued in the elec- 
(ion'lhc most correct. You said you should continue as you had 
done to disregard newspaper and anonymous abuse, but this paper 
was published on the authority of a member of the H. of Repre- 
sentatives, and therefore deserved to be met openly. 

In referring to the terms of this letter, you observed that you 
did not know that you would be oO'ered a place in any administra- 
tion, nor did you know wlio would compose the cabinet of either 
Candidate. That you could not be the member of any cabinet 
(hat would require you to advocate principles dilTerenl from those 
you had always maintained before the Public, and for the support 
of w hich your public character was pledged. 

,..,.........,,...„......,„^ 
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witb me on the acceptance or refusal of the office. You stated alf 
the reasons private and public, for and against the acceptance,and 
asked mj opinion. I said it was an occasion in which you ought to 
consult freely your friends and act by their advice. My own opin- 
ion is, you must accept; in the situation in which you have been 
placed by circumstances you have no choice ; — and I suggested 
some reasons of a public nature why you ought to 'be a member of 
the Cabinet. 

After your nomination was confirmed, you informed me that you 
had requested Gen. Harrison to move for a Committee in the Se- 
nate, if any thing occurred to make it necessary. I replied that I 
did not think any thing had occurred to require a Committee on 
your part. 

The foregoing is the purport of several conversations ; I can- 
not pretend to preserve the language, but it is a true and fa.ithful 
statement of the substance of your opinions and views so far as 
they were kaown to me. 

I avail myself of the occasion, although not called for by your 
letter, to state that I had occasional communications with you and 
several of your friends in wbich the conversation was free and uq- 
reserved. 

That no fact ever came to my knowledge, that could in the 
slightest degree justify thu charge which has been exhibited. On 
the contrary, I know that your opinion did not undergo any change 
from the time I first saw you on your return to Washington. I 
have reason to believe that any silence and reserve which you ob- 
served during the contest, was dictated by a sentiment of delicacy 
to the Candidates, and by a sense of self-respect, as well as of duty 
to the office you held in the House. 

I will add that during the present summer, I met with two Gen- 
tlemen in the State of Mississippi, who voluntarily told me that 
they heard you express your decided preference of Mr. Adams at 
Lexington, before you left home for Washington. 

With great regard, your obedient servant, 

J. S. JOHNSTON. 



Washington^ December 8/A, 1827- 

i^BAR Sir : In answer to your esteemed favor of the 7th inet. 
requesting me to state any recollection that I may have of a con- 
versation which took place at your lodgings, concerning the elec- 
tion of President of the United States. 1 can say, I distinctly re- 
collect that on the 20th December i824, which was the day of my 
arrival here from the State of Louisiana to take my seat in the 
Senate of the United States, I called on you the same evening, 
apd In the course of a conversation, in which I informed you that 
you had lost the vote.i^of Louisiana, I desired to know, who you 



iuiended fo vole for 
heeilalion; liiat jou 
Gen- Jackson. 

With great 



President, you then told me without a 
lid vote for Mr. Adams in preference ti 



3 reappctfully. 
D. COULIGNV. 



tVaskington, AtigMl 14th, 1827. 
Icerfifj that in the early part of Iho sesgion of Congress 24-5, 
I dined nt the Columbian College with General La Fayette, Mr. 
Clay and others — on returning from that dinner lo town, Mr. Clay 
and myaelf (there being no oilier person with us) came in the game 
hack. During the tide our converBalion turned on the then de- 
peiiititig presidential election. I expressed my-elf, in the «venl of 
thp contest being narrowed down to Mr. Adams and General 
.lacksoii, in favour of Mr- Adams : and M r. Clay expressed a coin- 
cidence of opinion. 

JAMES BARBOUR. 



La Grange, Oct. 10, 1827. 

My Dear Sir: Having accidentally omilled the last opportuni- 
ty to answer jour atmx valued favor, August lOlh. I arail myself 
of the next packet (o olTer my affeclionale thanks, and request, as 
much as the pressure of business allows it, the very high gratiQ- 
eation of your correspondence. 

Your diplomatic accouma from Europe leave little to aay ; and, 
although a member of that Hou~t?. by cnurlesy, called Represen- 
tative, 1 am not the wiser nor tihalt ( be the more useful for it. 
A dissolution of the Hou^e is much spolien of — llic ministry are 
recording the new electoral lists in consequence of a late bill 
mingling the vole of election with the duties of juror, to which, 
however, some additions have been made. As the public mind 
is progressing, and teveral wilful errora have been forcibly recti- 
fied, a liberal opposition cannot fail to be more numerous: The 
question with government is — whelher they will this year mi-et a 
larger minority, with a seven years new lease, or hereafler risk to 
have a majority against them, or at least a stronger opposition than 
thai to which, in case of dissolution, they must now submit. 

The account of the funerals of Manuel having been indicted 
before an inferior tribunal, ajid our speeches on his tomb making 
a part of Ihe impeachment of the publishers, it became the duty of 
Mon. Latittc, , and myaelfto claim our share in the trial, 

which we could not obtain; but a judgment of the Court, very 
properly and liberally worded, has acquitted the seledcd object* 
^ihe accut>ation. An appeal fiom that decision to the Superioc 

purl, bai, it is said, taken places 
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The intervention of three great Powers in the affairs of Greece 
'Seem to promise a respite, although it has not prevented the ar- 
rival of an Egyptian fleet and a body of soldiers. There is, how-, 
ever, some good in the notification made by the French and En- 
glish Admirals impeding further progress. The mediation has 
been accepted by the Greeks. The Ottoman Porte hitherto re- 
fuses it. So far, they oblige the mediators to commit themselves a 
little more, and if they are sincere, the Porte must yield at last. 
It ia obvious to every looker on that those powers are jealous of 
liberty, of complete emancipation, and jealous of each oth^r. If 
any body can play the difficult game, it must be Oapodistria, who 
is now on bis third station, that of Paris, before he proceeds to 
the Presidential Chair. He unites in his person an exclusive co- 
incidence of happy circuinstances. After he has managed those 
discordant elements, there will be other discordances to be man- 
aged at home, for which lie also seems to be the proper and exclu- 
sive man. Upon the whole, the existence of Greece is rather 
more secured than it has been of late. 

I have received a letter from our friend Poinsett, and cannot but 
observe with him the general and especial attempts that have been 
lately directed against the peace, harmony, and institutions of the 
Republican States of South America and Mexico. It is very natural 
to see the Republican Minister of North America, but to those mon- 
archical and aristocratical factions. That the imputation is given 
from Europe, is not, I think, to be questioned ; but I have received 
with deep regret the part of your letter alluding to a man whose 
glory, great talents, and hitherto experienced patriotism I have de- 
lighted to cherish* Several painful informations had reached me, 
which, altogether, and many more besides, could not weigh so much 
with me as your own sense of the matter. I beg you to continue to 
write on the subject, and on every matter relative to public con- 
cerns, to my friends, and particularly to you who know my old, 
grateful, and sincere affection. 

Blessed as I have lately been with the welcome, and conscious, 
as it is my happy lot to be, of the afiection and confidence of all 
parties, and all men in every party within the Unsted States, feel- 
ings which I most cordially reciprocate, I ever have thought mj- 
self bound to avoid taking any part in local or personal divisions. 
Indeed, if I thought that in these matters my influence could be 
of any avail, it should be solely exerted to deprecate, not by far, 
the free, republican, and full discussion of principles and candi- 
dates, but those invidious slanders w/hich, although they are hap- 
pily repelled by the good sense, th^? candor, and in domestic in- 
stances, by the delicacy of the Aiuerican people, tend to give 
abroad incorrect and disparaging i.mpressions. Yet that line of 
conduct, from which I must not de viate, except in imminent cases 
now out of the question, does i^c »t imply a forgetfulness of facts, 
por ^ refusal to state them occy.ionally. My remembrance con- 



I n>illi your own on tliia point that, in the later end of De- 
camber, either before or after my viail to Annapolis, you being 
out of the I'residenlial Candidature, and after having expressed 
my abovcmcntioned moliveG of forbearance, I, bj n&y of a confi- 
dential exception, allowed myself to put a simple unquatitied 
(jiicstion respecting your electioneering guess, and your intended 
vote. Your answer wa§ that, in your opinion, the actual stale of 
liealth of Mr. Crawford had limited the coniest to a choice between 
Mr. Adams and Gen- Jackson, that a claim founded uti military 
achievements did not meet your preferenee, and that you had 
concluded to vote for Mr. Adams. Such has been, if rioi the- lite- 
ral wording, at leaBt the precise sense of a coRversalion which it 
would have been incousigtenl for me lo carry further and not to 
keep a secret, while a recollection of it, lo assist your mentory. I 
ehould not now deny, not only to you as my friend, but lo i'*ny 
man in a similar sitiialion. 

Present my afleclionate respects lo Mrs. Clay — remember me 
to all your family, and to our friends in Washington. I will write 
by the same packet lo the President. Believe me forever your 
s obliged friend. 

LAFAYETTE, 



(C.) 

Rockaiih, Mv. 3, 1827. 
Dear Sm : You requested roe to state the expressions used by 
Gen, Call on his way to Congress ir. 1824 touching the contem- 
plated vote of Mr. Clay for President. In the annexed statement, 
1 have complied with your request. There was much other con- 
versalion, but I have confined myself strictly to your inquiry. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN BRADDOCK. 
B. S. Forest, Esq. 



RO--HUU, Monlgnmfnj Count;/, {Md.) J^ov. S, 1827. 
In the Fall of the year 1824 ! saw Gen. Call and several other 
Gentlemen, members of Congress, on tbeir way to VVashingloni 
at a tavern in Rockville ; they were conversing on the subject oP* 
the Presidential election, and when the vote which Mr. Clay * 
would probably give was spoken of, Gen. Call declared that the 
friends of Gwi. Jiicksou did not especl Mr. Clay to vote for him, 
and if he did so, it would be an act of duplicity upon hi.- part. 
JOHN BRADDOCK. 
!n stating the declaration of Gen. Call on ihc subject of Mi-, 
Clay's vole. I have omilled an ciplelive whicb should have beer" 
introduced before the word duplicity. Save that the fovt^ov-ass^' 
literally his language. ■^■'*' 
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(D.) 

Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1 837. 

Sir : In ansvr^r to yours of yesterday's date requesting me to 
state to you the particulars of some remarks which you were ia- 
formed I had heard General Jackson use on thesuhjectof the last 
Presidential Election. I have to state that on my way dowo the 
Ohio from Wheeling to Cincinnati in the month of IViarch 1835, 
on hoard the Steam Boat General Neville among many other pas- 
sengers, were Gen. Jackson and a number of gentlemen from 
Pennsylvania* some .of whom remarked to the General that they 
regretted that he had not been elected President instead of Mr. 
Adams. General Jackson replied that if he would have made the 
same promises and offers to Mr. Clay that Mr. Adams had done, 
he ^General Jackson) would then in that case have been in the^ 
Presidential Chair, but he would make no promises to any ; that if 
he went to the Presidential chair he would go with clean hands, and 
uncontrolled by any one. 

These remarks were made by General Jackson in the hearing 
of Mr. James Parker, of Chester County — Mr. Wm. Crowsdill of 
this city, and myself, and a number of other Gentlemen unkaowa 
to me. 

I am, most respectfully, yours, &c. 

DANIEL large; 

Samuel Welherill^ Esq.. 



Philadelphiay Oct. 5, 1 837. 
The statement made by Mr. Daniel Large in the pre&xed letter^ 
is a faithful account of Gen* Jackson's conversation on the occa* 
sion alluded to. 

WILLIAM CROWSDILU 

In the winter of 1826-7, Mr. Thomas Sloan of Brownsville^ 
Pa. in a conversation in my bar room respecting the election of 
the Preaident of the U States, and of the corrupt bargain and in- 
trigue which procured his election, expressed his opinion to be that 
snch practices had been resorted to by Mr. Clay and his friends^ 
and justified his belief, by stating that Gen. Jackson had informed 
him so, in a conversation with him at Brownsville, and which was 
in substance the same since communicated to the public by Gen. 
Jackson. 

I further certify, that I lately wrote to Mr. Sloan,requestinghim 
to give a certificate of Gen. Jackson's statement to him, but have, 
not received his answer. 

RICHARD SIMMS. 
Wheeling, Dec 19/A, 1827. 



Ill ihe winter of 1820-7, Mr. Thomsa Sloan of Brownsville, in 
a conversation in my preseni'c, respecling the eleclioti of the pre- 
sent President of ihe U. Slatea, and of the corrupt bargain and 
intrigue nliich procured his election, exprciieed his opinion to be 
that Btich practices had been resorted to by Mr. Clay ; and juslilied 
his belief by relaling a conversation which he had had on that 
subject with Gen. Jackson at Brownsville, on hh return home from 
Washington City, after Ihe electiou. Mr. Sloan rehearsed at 
length the statement made to him by the General, and which was 
in substance the same since communicated to the public by Gen- 
Jackson, Mr. Sloan further said thata company, of which he was 
one, had met the Gen. near to Brownsville, and escorted him into 
town, which was the occasion on which be had made the commu- 
nicfttion referred to. 

ALDEN R. HOWE. 
Whttling, Fa. Dtc. ]9(A, 1027- 

(E.) 
MR. BRENT'S STATEMENT. 

(Sc« Niles'B Regislet, Vol. 28, Page 25.) 
From the .Va/tonoi Jtninuil. 



irby Mr. Biei 



«>7,] 




jrVtz-uoiT/ 25, 1825. 
I slate without hesitation, that on the day on which the debate ' 
took place in the House of Representatives, on the proposition to 
refer Mr. Clay's comraunicalion respetting " Mr. Kreracr's card" 
to a committee, I heard Mr- Kremer declare at Ihe fire place, in 
the lobby of the House of Representatives, in a manner and lan- 
guage which 1 believed sincere, that he never intended to charge 
Mr. Clay with corruption or dishonour in his intended vole for Mr. 
Aclnms as President, or fhnl he had transferred, or could transfer 
the votes or interest of his friends ; that he (Mr. Kremer) was ■ 
among the last men in the nation to make such a charge agninst'd 
Mr- Clay, and thalhia(Mr. Kremer's) lelternever was intended to I 
convey the ideas given to it. The substance of the above con*] 
verealion 1 immediately commnnicHted to Mr. Kuchanan and Mr. 
Hemphill, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Dwight of Mjsiuchusetts, of 
tlru House of Represeulalives. 

WM. BRENT, (of I.OU.) 

nd heard the observations, aa above state<^, ia g 
■en Mr, Brent and Mr. Kremer. 

PETER LITTLE, (of ad.) 
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Mr. Digges, who was present when the conversation referred tO 
took place, has affirmed the truth of Mr. Brent^s statement, as fol* 
lows: 

March 1, 1825- . 

In the National Journal I perceive my name mentioned, af tea 
conversation which took place in the lobby of the Hou&e of Re- 
presentatives, hetween Mr. Brent of Louisiana and Mr. Kremer, 
and I feel no hesitation in saying that Mr. Brent's statement in tfa» 
paper of this day, is substantially correct. 

WILLIAM DUDLEY DIGGES- 

Extract from a letter from Joseph Kent^ Governor of Marylaod^ 
to a gentleman of Frankfort Kentucky, dated 

Rosemont^ May i5thy 1827. 

" I have seen so little of late from your State upon the subject 
" of politics, that 1 do not know whether the violence of the op- 
^' position to the present Administration has extended itself among 
'.< you or not. Our friend Mr. Clay appears to be the chief object 
*^ of persecution with the opposition. They are with great indus- 
<( try conducting a systematical attack upon him which commenced 
^< with the Kremer story, which was an entire fabrication. At the 
^^ time the plot opened I was a member of the House of Repre- 
^' sentatives, and heard Kremer declare he never designed to 
^' charge Mr. Clay with any thing dishonorable in his life.'' 

'• The c!d man, naturally honest, was imposed on at the time by 
*- a powerful influence, and corigtrained to act his part in an affair, 
'^ which from beginningto end, wad as much a fiction as the Merry 
^^ Wives of Windsor, or the School for Scat>dal. The attack od 
'< Mr. Clay during the late session of Congress, by General Saun- 
^' ders, as far as I could judge from the debate as publi8hed,-proved 
*' an entire abortion, and I hardly know which surprised me most, 
^< the folly of the attack, or the inconsistency of the tjreneral. 
<^ You have seen, no doubt, that Mr. F. Johnson stated in his reply 
•' to General Saunders, that at the time of the Presidential elec- 
** lion in the House of Representatives, he. Gen. S. was decidedly 
^' in favour of Mr. Adams in preference to Gen* Jackson. In con* 
^^ firmation of what Mr. Johnson has stated, I well remember that 
*' not ten minutes before the election Gen. Saunders came to me, 
^' with an anxious countenance, discovering deep concern indeed, 
*' and used these emphatic words" — " 1 hope to God you may be 
^^ able to terminate the election on the first ballot, for fear we from 
"North Carolina may be forced to vote for Gen. Jackson.'' 
" North Carolina, you know, voted in the House of Representa- 
-' tives for Mr. Crawford, whose prospect of success was hopeless, 
*' although the electors of that state gave their votes in favour of 
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^^ GeB. Jackson. Knowioff fhe deep interest you have always ta- 
^^ken in Mr. Clay's welfare, I have been induced to give you for 
<« your personal satisfaction, these particulars. Mr. Clay I have 
^« known intimately for sixteen years ; his public career is com- 
'< pletelj" identified with every event of the country from that pe- 
'^riodtotbe present time, whether in peace or war« During the 
'*late war! have seen the House of Representatives, after having 
'* gone out of Committee of the whole, return to it again, for the 
'^ sole purpose of affording Mr. Clay an opportunity (then Speaker) 
^' of putting down the desperate and infuriated advocates of Bri- 
^' tish tyranny, insult and injury. But his enemies say Mr. Adams 
<< bargained with him* This is assertion without proof, and is des- 
^< titute of truth, as it is of manly frankness. His superior quali- 
'< fications placed him in the Department of State, and history fur- 
'^nishes no instance, when so superior a man ever bad to bargain 
<< for a high station, for which bis peculiar fitness was evident to 
^^ every one. In Maryland the Administration is daily gaining 
I <^ ground, and by the time the election occurs, I hope we shall be 
f «^ able to present an undivided front in their support.^' 



